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DD YOU WANNA RUS rH? 


For a limited time only, you can join America’s Hottest Wrestling Fan Club and qualify to 
win one of these fabulous prizes to be given away on October 15, 1994 


GRAND PRIZE: 


A trip to Minneapolis to spend an evening with the 
. A limo will pick you up at the airport and 
bring you to a luxury hotel where you will be met by 
and . From there you will go out for dinner 
and a night on the town 
(If under 18, we will fly o parent or guardian 
to accompany you.) 


FIRST PRIZE: 


Two (2) pairs of Road Warrior shoulder pads ~< 
worn by and in the ring. 


SECOND PRIZE: 
Ten (10) $10.00 


JAll entries must be postmarked by September 30,1994 
j Winners will be chosen from a drawing of all entries on’ 
October 15, 1994. Prize winners will be notified by mail by 


Loh Ses iy. OT = 


Gift Certificates. 
J° Official T-Shirt - (Not available in stores!) 
° membership car 
° certificate 
4° 8 x 10 color photo, autographed ( a $32 value) 
e Entry into the giveaway 
I! Call: 1-800-414-HAWK 
JOIN TODAY!! Call: j= OUU=414" HAWK 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY! Bis 2 eee 
FFiil out entry blank, and mall with check or money order payable to: dl 
{Creative Sports Images,386 N. Wabasha St. Suite-1040 St. Paul, MN 55102 
OFFER . 7 
EXPIRES: Iname : , ae 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1994 I 4 
address [ 
I | 
Icity state zip ! 
I 
I 
| 


‘aid where prohibited by law. 


Rules. Winners under 18 years of age will be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian free of charge. Machine or photo copies 
of entry blank will be accepted. Odds of winning depend on 
number of entries recieved by deadline. 

Prize is not transferable or exchungeable, 

Winners will be notified by October 31, 1994. 
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CACTUS JACK: 

“WCW’S OUT TO GET ME—AND | DON’T KNOW WHY!” 

The WCW madman can’t understand why the federation is singling him out for a 
possible banning, when other wrestlers usually inflict damage on him 


PRESS CONFERENCE: SHAWN MICHAELS 
The “Heartbreak Kid” talks about his relationship with Diesel, his future plans, 
and what it’s like being compared to a young Ric Flair 


HOGAN IN WCW! 

CAN “HULKAMANIA” SURVIVE IN “ENEMY TERRITORY”? 

It'll be tough for the “Hulkster” to gain the WCW World title. But that may be 
nothing compared to his batile to win over some of the federation’s fans 


THE TRADE TALKS ARE HOT! 

YOKOZUNA TO ALBANO FOR THE HEADSHRINKERS & $1-MILLION! 
Twenty-four years ago, Capt. Lou pulled off a one-sided deal—the only trade to 
date in WWF history. He wants to do it again, this time with help from “Million- 
Dollar Man” Ted DiBinse 


BURNING MAD! JERRY LAWLER UNCOVERS 

THE HART-PIPER PLOT TO DESTROY HIM! 

The Memphis monarch is certain Bret Hart and Roddy. Piper are paying off some 
of his opponents, though no concrete evidence exists of such a plan 


JAKE ROBERTS: BALD & BITTER 
“The Snake” got a haircut down Mexico way after losing to Konnan. It’s caused 
the Smoky Mountain heavyweight champ all sorts of embarrassment back home 


BETWEEN FALLS 
Savage Mistake; Scary Moments; WCW ... ECW Style 


RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 

All sorts of news from around the wrestling world 
FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 
Flair vs. Hogan: a story to root for 

IN FOCUS with Craig Peters 

Introducing the ... WOWWF? 


WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
Arn Anderson will always be a Horseman 


THE STEEL CAGE by Chris Bernucca 
AHall, a Hulk, and a Harding 


OFF THE TOP ROPE with Eddie Ellner 
The man with unique opinions answers your questions 


PWI CLOSE-UP: RANDY SAVAGE 
An in-depth look at the “Macho Man" 


ARENA REPORTS 
Match results from around the globe 


SCOUTING REPORT 

The strengths and weaknesses of five mat stars 
OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 

The sport's most respected rankings 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 
The hype is over, plus Ted's Taker 


WRESTLING ENQUIRER 
A potpourri of items from the squared circle 


HOTSHOT 
Taking out frustration on a helpless referee 


between 


falls 


FIFTEEN AND COUNTING 


In our September 1994 issue, we 
celebrated the 15th anniversary of 
PWI with a look back at some of the 
most important stories and happen- 
ings of the PWI era. Most fans who 
wrote to us with their comments 
were pleased with the issue. It 
seemed as if just about everyone had 
a favorite section. 

“The ‘Best Of Press Conference’ 
section made for great reading,” 
wrote Stan Lipton of Encino, Cali- 
fornia. “I hadn't realized how much 
Hulk Hogan’s attitude changed over 
the years, for instance, or that Rick 
Steamboat was ready to hang up his 
boots for good in 1988.” 

“Thanks for the section on the 
major title changes of the PWI 
years,” wrote Harvey Dodd of Port- 
land, Maine. “It will make a great 
reference in the future, though you 
did omit Shawn Michaels losing the 
Intercontinental title to Marty 
Jannetty, then quickly regaining it, 
in the spring of 1993.” 

“The issue was great, especially 
the year-by-year color section,” 
wrote Joe Orson of Petoskey, Mich- 
igan, “I can’t wait for the 20th an- 
niversary issue,” 
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You got it wrong in the August 
1994 issue when you said the real win- 
ner of the Crush-Randy Savage 
WrestleMania match was then-Inter- 
continental champ Razor Ramon 
(“WrestleMania X: The Real Winners 
And Losers”). Crush was the real win- 


While Crush may have lost his match to 
Randy Savage at WrestleMania X, reader 
Jim Imbruglia contends that he ended up 
the real winner. That’s because Savage 
soon went back into broadcasting, thus 
proving his cowardice. 


ner and I'll tell you why: Savage knew 
that he couldn’t beat Crush at Wrestle- 
Mania without cheating. 

Then, instead of being a man and 
facing Crush on the “WrestleMania 
Revenge Tour” to give the Hawaiian 
the chance to avenge his tainted loss, 
he quickly retreated to the safety of the 
broadcast booth. That proved Crush’s 
point that Savage is nothing more than 
a coward. Now Crush is on the verge 
of winning a title in the WWF, while 


SSE Se eee) 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers’ comments on any 
of our stories or columns, 


Send letters to: 


BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 956 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Letters preceded by a @ indicate 
letters left by fans on the PW/ 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWI; see ad 
elsewhere in this issue), 


Savage is falling back into relative 

obscurity, which is exactly where he 
belongs. 

JIM IMBRUGLIA 

Medford, MA 


I am writing this letter to emphasize 
something very important. I have just 
returned home from visiting a friend at 
a hospital. Earlier today, my friend and 
I, both 15 years old, were practicing 
using bearhugs on each other. He 
began to let up and told me to stop 
also. I stopped applying pressure and 
he felt limp, so I set him down on the 
floor. When I let go, he hit his head on 
the floor very hard. I thought he was 
having a seizure. 

An ambulance came and took him 
to the hospital. I later learned he didn’t 
have a seizure, but that his body was 
reacting to the lack of oxygen and 
blood to the brain. He is fine now. 

I have been a wrestling fan for more 
than 10 years. For most of that time, I 
have been planning to become a pro- 
fessional wrestler. I still am. Needless 
to say, I will probably never try a 
maneuver outside a ring again. I would 
just like to stress that people—espe- 
cially kids—should never try these 
dangerous wrestling holds. Next time, 
a bump on the head might not be the 
worst thing that happens to someone. 
NEAL ISAAK 
Richardton, ND 


WCW ... ECW STYLI 

On May 23, Slamboree 94 was held 
in Philadelphia, the home of ECW. I 
was lucky enough to attend the card 
and I must say that I wasn’t disappoint- 
ed. The Terry Funk-Tully Blanchard 
“legends” match was ECW style all the 
way. Even referee Nick Patrick got into 


While Slamboree '94 in Philadelphia may have been a WCW pay-per-view, its violent 
action was reminiscent of ECW cards. Reader Mark Lindsay salutes wrestlers like 
Tully Blanchard and Terry Funk for their intensity. 


the spirit of it, because he didn’t call 
for a double-disqualification until he 
himself got hit. Need I even mention 
the “Broad Street Bully Brawl” be- 
tween Cactus Jack and Kevin Sullivan 
and The Nasty Boys, which again, was 
total ECW-type annihilation? 

For all you fans who enjoyed those 
two matches, imagine nine or 10 of 
them on one card! I can’t just praise 
ECW for their great cards; I also have 
to praise WCW for signing the brutal 
matches that Philly fans enjoy. 

MARK LINDSAY 
Ardmore, PA 


I am getting sick of hearing that 
Owen Hart is (and has always been) in 
his older brother Bret’s shadow. If 
Owen wants to get out of Bret’s shad- 
ow, he should move to another federa- 
tion, like WCW. Bret entered the 
WWE before Owen and is one of the 
most successful and loved wrestlers in 
the federation. These Bret-Owen wars 
are tearing the Hart family apart. Bret 
is the best wrestler in the WWF and he 
always will be. 

SHEILA WESTLING 
Lethbridge, Alberta 


vey 
2 Cold Scorpio is gone from WCW. 
I could hardly believe it when I heard 


Now that 2 Cold Scorpio is no longer in 
WcwW, “PWI Hotline” caller Carla Kratch 
says he will be missed. 


the news. I had high hopes for Scorpio 
and Marcus Alexander Bagwell. They 
were definitely the best new young tag 
team I had seen come up in the last five 
or 10 years. They are so young, but 
they still beat the more experienced 
Nasty Boys for the WCW World tag 

(Continued on page 52) 


10 YEARS AGO IN PWI 


ers re " 


The cover of the November 1984 
issue featured Sgt. Slaughter, who 
vowed, “I Pledge Allegiance To The 
Fans.” At the time, Slaughter was on a 
campaign’ to destroy Iran’s Iron Sheik, 
one of the most despised men in the 
sport. Slaughter, a decorated ex-Marine, 
once promised WWF fans he wouldn’t 
wrestle anyone else until he beat Sheik. 
He accomplished that feat numerous 
times. Years later, during the Persian 
Gulf War, Slaughter switched his loyal- 
ties from the U.S. to Iraq, but was dom- 
inated in a feud with Hulk Hogan. 

The centerfold showcased Rick 
Martel, who finally realized his dream 
of winning the AWA World title when 
he beat Jumbo Tsuruta on May 15, 
1984. He had come close to winning 
that belt two years earlier when he 
wrestled then-champ Nick Bockwinkel 
in a series of bouts. Among Martel’s 
earliest challengers were Bruiser Brody 
and Abdullah the Butcher. Martel held 
the belt, his only world title to date, 
until Stan Hansen beat him that 
December. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: The 
unprecedented fan support of Hawk and 
Animal was discussed in “The NWA 
Must Not Ban The Road Warriors” ... 
PWI staff members offered Kerry Von 
Erich their advice on how to recapture 
the NWA World title ... Florida State 
champion Superstar Billy Graham dis- 
cussed his feud with Billy Jack in 
“Press Conference” ... Matt Brock 
looked at The Crusher and was 
impressed by how well the “old-timer” 
was wrestling. 

Magazine availability: Limited. 
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With Bill Apter 


Jerry Lawler may not like it, but Roddy Piper is back! The 
“Rowdy Scot” made good on. his promise to humiliate 
Lawler at King of the Ring, even getting help from a 
scrawny pseudo-Piper the Memphis monarch had earlier 
embarrassed. 
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King of the Ring pay-per-view. When the card 

began, | don’t think anyone (myself included) 
expected Jim Neidhart to play any role, let alone 
a major role, but he did. 

“The Anvil” was the family member who 
appeared in the corner of WWF World champion 
Bret Hart, his brother-in-law, for Hart’s champion 
vs. champion match against Intercontinental title- 
holder Diesel. Neidhart’s job was to neutralize the 
meddling Shawn Michaels, who 
was in Diesel’s corner. 

Neidhart did his job. He and 
Michaels went at it several times 
during the match. If not for 
Neidhart’s presence, Bret might 
‘| not be WWF champ. Diesel was 
able to use his jackknife power 
bomb on the “Hitman,” but before 
he could get a three-count, 
Neidhart charged into the ring to 
get Bret disqualified. 

The odd thing is that Neidhart 
} quickly stormed back to the lock- 
"} er room, allowing Diesel and 
| Michaels to double-team Hart at 
will after the match. 

Later that night, Neidhart came 
to ringside during the final of the 
King of the Ring tourney. He 
looked like he was going to help a 
dazed Razor Ramon, who had 
been knocked out of the ring by 
Owen Hart. Instead, he clotheslined Ramon, 
smashed him into a ringpost, then tossed him 
back into the ring so Owen could finish him off. 

To top it off, he proudly coronated Owen after 
the match. It looks like Mr. Neidhart wants to see 
Bret lose the World title ... but only if it's to Owen. 

It was great to see Roddy Piper back in 
action. Piper, who, incidentally, is in the best 
shape of his life, delivered on his promise to shut 
Jerry Lawler’s mouth. He even got an assist 
from the Piper impersonator who “The King” had 
humiliated on a “King’s Court” segment. 

In post-King of the Ring news, Bret and Owen 
are set to square off in a series of steel cage 
matches, leading up to what might be the final 


T WAS AN evening of surprises at the WWF's 


one at SummerSlam. Bret won the first, in 
Poughkeepsie, New York, despite interference 
from Neidhart. 

Virgil is again incensed at his former employer, 
Ted DiBiase. DiBiase and Nikolai Volkoff 
attacked The Kid after one match on WWF 


Wrestling’s most popular star, Hulk Hogan, now competes in WCW. 
The “Hulkster” hopes to do on Ric Flair’s turf what the “Nature Boy” 
did twice in Hogan’s WWF—win a world title in “enemy territory.” 


Monday Night Raw until Virgil came to the rescue. 
Now Virgil wants to get revenge on the Russian 
rulebreaker. ~ : 


Typhoon is back in the WWF. He quickly got 
into a feud with Yokozuna, the man who put his 
former tag team partner Earthquake out of action. 

Will “Hulkamania” run wild in WCW now that 
Hulk Hogan is officially under contract? Early 
indications are that Hogan is still as popular as 
ever with some fans, but other 
WCW loyalists are not thrilled with 
his presence in their federation. 
Hogan was expected to battle 
World champion Rie Flair at Bash 
at the Beach. I'll be interested to 
see if the “Hulkster” can be suc- 
cessful in the long run in “enemy 
territory.” 

Dustin Rhodes is getting more 
than he can handle from Col. 
Robert Parker’s entire Stud 
Stable. There’s even talk he will 
lure his father, Dusty, out of retire- 
ment to help him against Terry 
Funk, Bunkhouse Buck, and 
company. 

Larry Zbyszko pulled off one of 
the shockers of 1994 when he 
stepped out of retirement and beat 
Lord Steven Regal for the TV title. 
| give the “Living Legend” a lot of 
credit, not just for winning the belt, 
but also for defending it as often as 
possible. He’s faced Regal in sev- 
eral rematches and also chal- 
lenged Paul LeVeque, who for- 
merly wrestled under the name 
Terra Ryzing. 

Watch out for Paul Orndorff 
and Paul Roma. The team that 
calls itself “Pretty Wonderful” could 
be a darkhorse to win the WCW 
World title. With all the wars The 
Nasty Boys and Cactus Jack and 
Kevin Sullivan have been having, 
the two Pauls, who are both very 
experienced, might be able to pull 
off an upset. 

Cactus is also making ECW 
news. He is competing part-time in 
that federation. Looks like he wants 
to prove he, not Sabu, is the 
wildest man in wrestling. 

Another WCW alumnus, 2 Cold Scorpio, is 

(Continued on page 50) 
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WRESTLING GAME 


“REALISTIC, FAST-PACED AND 
EASY-TO-PLAY.” 
- Pro Wrestling Spotlight Weekly 


“PLAYS LIKE A TRUE WRESTLING 
PROMOTION. All you armchair bookers 
will have a lot of fun with this!” 

— Mat Marketplace 


SS 
‘a 


SOAK 
ENIGMA 


THE WORD IS OUT, WRESTLING FAN! CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY 
HAS BEEN WRESTLING'S HOTTEST GAME FOR NINE BIG YEARS! 
NEED SOME REASONS WHY? CHECK THESE OUT: 

1. THE GWF IS A REALISTIC FEDERATION! Old wrestlers retire, new 
wrestlers enter, there are even managers! Just like a real-life wrestling 
federation, the GWF is always changing! New game editions come 
out regularly! 

2. YOU'RE THE HEAD PROMOTER! You sign the matches, set up super- 
cards, and have tournaments for the belts! 


What will happen when high- 
flying Enigma battles head- 


3. THE FANS LOVE IT! What other wrestling game has inspired interna- banger ; 
tional fan clubs and yearly game conventions? 9 Thunder ? Just violence 
4, IT'S EASY TO PLAY! Champions of the Galaxy is not a complicated and mayhem as only 
game. Just use the wrestler cards, dice, and action charts! Champi o 
5. YOU CAN CREATE YOUR OWN WRESTLERS! Special game cards Wiest Ns of the Galaxy 
allow you to create wrestlers and pit them against superstars of the restlin G ; 
ates it! Ord g Game can provide 
6. YOU CAN PLAY ALONE OR WITH FRIENDS! Either way is fun! , €r now and become a 
7, MATCHES TAKE PLACE IN REAL TIME! A match might take five sec- Part of wrestling’ 
onds or a half hour! ¥ ngs most 
8, THE WRESTLERS ARE REAL PEOPLE! Description Booklets will tell you exciting Fed of all time! 


about each wrestler, including their friends and their biggest feuds! 
9. THERE'S NO WRITING OR COMPUTATIONS! The game is nonstop 
action. 
10. ENIGMA SAYS SO! Want to mess with him? 


f 1 
1 Check the box for the game editions you want to order: 1 
1 (CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY. FIRST-TIME BUYERS ~ HERE’S WHERE TO START! | Please send the game editions I've marked to: = 
t First edition. Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to play the 1 
! game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 wrestler playing cards. Name 1 
1 Games should be bought in order, beginning with this edition ........... $15.00 Total. l 
1 (J INVASION 2088. Features Bishop Hell ..........-...0.00.0s0eeeeees $12.00 Total. | Address ‘ 
1 (J _ INVASION 2089. Features the Galactic Punisher. .......... 2.200000: $12.60 Tora Cily/State/ 2) —— eS 
t (J INVASION 2090. Features Cosmic Forces. ....... 6. .00eeeeeeeeees $12.00 Total. ate . 1 
1 © WAR GAMES 2091. Features Mayhem. .........--..00c00eeereeues $12.00 Total. | Mail this coupon with a Allow up to 4 weeks 
1 [1 WAR GAMES 2092. Features Chaos. .......... 6.000. 000s cece ee ees $12.00 Total. }| check or money order to: for delivery. : 
1 [J WAR GAMES 2093. Features Alpha Force. .........-.05..-02. 000 ees $12.00 Total. J fii; G Write to Filsinger ! 
! () SUDDEN DEATH 2094. Features the New Order. .............--. 5055 $12.00 Total. singer Games Games for a free 1 
IC] SUDDEN DEATH 2095. Features Raven. .........0-...cc0eeee essen $12.00 Total, | P.0. Box 3493 flier containing 1 
1 [] REVOLUTION 2096. Features Vengeance. ......... 2.005.502 200: $12.00 Total. | Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 te information 1 
! (5) REVOLUTION 2097. Features Holocaust. .............-...0000! :.... $12.00 Total. : 1 
1 5) REVOLUTION 2098. Features Colossus. ...........000e00eeeeenee es $12.00 Total. | **** : ietpband pitt ohn nee reatctes WEE 
1 .S. ! 
1 Soles Papel spa Aa noo more "Ciagaa enone 16 $08 = SAVERS All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency. Overseas orders, add an ; 
C) All 12 game editions for $89 — SAVE $58 additional 15% for postage and handling. New York orders add 7% sales tax. 1 
i] 
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WCWWEF 

No, that’s not a typographical error, it's my sugges- 
tion of what the Atlanta-based wrestling organization 
owned by Ted Turner ought to start calling itself: World 
Championship World Wrestling Federation. 

Or something like that. 

After all, WCW is looking suspiciously like the WWF, 
albeit a few years longer in the tooth: Gene Okerlund, 
Bobby Heenan, and Jesse Ventura inhabit the broad- 
cast booth, while Hulk Hogan is as omnipresent in 
WCW today as he was in the WWF a decade ago. 

A major problem, though, is that WCW fans (at least 
the ones I’ve spoken with and heard from via phone 
and mail over the years) were never quite WWF fans to 
begin with. That’s why they watched WCW in the first 
place—it was a viable and entertaining alternative to 
Hogan and company. 

So with WCW seeming hell-bent on trying to recre- 
ate the wrestling boom of the ’80s, doesn’t it make 
sense that their fans, who rejected 
Hogan and company back then, will do 
the same today? 

And in trying to grasp again what the 
WWF once had, WCW runs the risk of 
tainting the tradition of sports excellence 
that dates back through the NWA to the 
early part of this century by embracing 
the traditions of sports entertainment 
developed by Vince McMahon's organi- 
zation. 

(And how does all this affect the atti- 
tudes of guys like Sting, Ric Flair, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steamboat, Arn Anderson, 
and other WCW mainstays who are as 
deserving of the superstar spotlight as 
Hogan?) 

Besides, reunions usually fail, any- 
way. Everybody loved The Brady Bunch 
(well, almost everybody; | was more an 
Addams Family fan), but those horrible 
Brady sequels, with Greg all grown up 
and ... well, it just wasn’t quite the same. 

Watching ’80s WWF wrestling all over 
again, courtesy of WCW, isn’t going to 
be quite the same, either. 


COMING NEXT MONTH! 

Get ready, folks, the big one is on its 
way. 

No, it’s not a category-five hurricane 
bearing down on the mid-Atlantic, not a 
California earthquake measuring 9.5 on 
the Richter scale, not a massive flood 
washing away the Midwest. 

It's the “PWI/ 500,” and for the research team 
assigned to the task, it’s the journalistic equivalent of 
any of those natural disasters. 

“The work required to put the list together is stagger- 


ing,” says Managing Editor V.J. Paterno, who spear- 
headed the efforts to bring last year’s “500” to print. 
“There are two major elements involved. First, assem- 
bling information on all the active wrestlers in the U.S. 
today, and then, ranking those wrestlers from No. 1 to 
500. After | helped compile the list last year, | felt as if 
I'd personally wrestled all 500 of them. In a steel cage.” 
Given the nature of such a massive task, errors 
occasionally slip through. In our inaugural 500, for 
example, which appeared in the December 1991 issue, 
several major stars—including The Undertaker, Owen 
Hart, and Terry Gordy—were left off the list entirely. 
Matters were rectified the following year ... for the 
most part. “Diamond” Dallas Page was left off the list, 


promoting a particularly vicious response from the 
manager/wrestler/commentator/gadfly. 

Next month’s presentation, part of a special issue 
that hits newsstands on or about September 6, will be 
the fourth “PW/ 500.” For followers of the “500” over the 
years, there’s one burning question as insistent as 
“Who will be ranked No. 1?” 

Who will be number 500? 

Last year, it was The Garbage Man, and the dubious 
honor might in fact be a major part of why Garbage 
Man, now known as Duke “The Dumpster” Droese, is 
competing in the WWF. 


The “PW/ 500”’—one of the few times when coming 
in last might actually be a blessing in disguise! 


WRESTLING’S TOUGHEST MATCH: 
THE HEAD VS. THE HEART 

It is arguable that wrestling is the purest form of 
sport there is. One man vs. one man. No protective hel- 
mets, no skates or cleats, no point systems. Just a mat, 
Some ropes, and a sheer battle of wits in an attempt to 
pin a man’s shoulders to the canvas for a three-count. 

Over the years, of course, the sport changed. Tag 
team matches and cage matches were relatively early 
modifications. Barbed-wire matches and bullrope 
matches followed. 

Recently, though, we’ve 
seen exploding-ring matches, 
fire matches, and matches in 
which a baseball bat wrapped 
in barbed-wire is used as a 
weapon. I’ve seen a Japan- 
ese wrestler named Mr. 
Danger have his head set on 
fire. I've seen Sabu scale 
unbelievable heights of reck- 
lessness in order to win bouts. 
I’ve seen Cactus Jack join 
with two different partners to 
take The Nasty Boys to new 
depths of violence. 

In my head, | know that 
these extreme matches are 
despicable. They are not what 
the sport ought to be, today or 
in the future. They bear as lit- 
tle resemblance to the sport 
that made men like Lou Thesz 
and Bruno Sammartino great 
as roller derby does to javelin- 
throwing. Worst of all, they 
place the participants in the 
kind of danger that they ought 
never experience. 

In my heart, though, | love 
watching these bouts. They 

\ draw on the same bit of 

human nature that causes 

traffic to slow down alongside a fatal accident. Who, 

after all, isn’t fascinated by the sight of Sabu moon- 

Saulting through the air in a determined effort to break 

a ringside table in two? The thought that he might also 
snap his spine in two only heightens the fascination. 

| suspect, though, that as fans we must all tell the 
heart to chill out while cooler heads prevail. Those who 
care about the future of wrestling, not just the here and 
now, ought to think about how today’s events will 
shape tomorrow. Because if the sport continues to 
move toward the extreme, there may not be any 
sport—or any competitors—left to watch. O 
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Dustin Rhodes and everybody started to won- 
der whether this was a “new” Arn Anderson. 

“There’s no more a new Arn Anderson than there 
was a new Nixon,” Anderson retorted. “You're looking 
at the same guy.” 

Months after his nasty brawl with Sid Vicious in an 
English hotel, Anderson has regained his appetite for 
wrestling. He’s done it without the help of the 
Horsemen, too. 

That doesn’t mean Anderson is trying to ignore the 
years he spent with Ric Flair, Tully Blanchard, and Ole 
Anderson. In his heart and soul, Anderson still is a 
Horseman. 

“ll always be damned proud to have been one of 
the Horsemen,” he told me as we sat down for a late 
supper one night. “We were the greatest group of ath- 
letes this sport has ever known. Our accomplishments 
speak for themselves. Our trophy cases are packed. 

“But it was more than just titles. It was a sense of 
purpose. There was a feeling that when we were all 
together, there was no other place we 
would rather have been. We belonged 
together.” 

Anderson doesn’t know if he belongs 
with Dustin Rhodes. 

“| admire Dustin tremendously,” he 
admitted. “He’s one of the best young 
wrestlers out there and he’s got a sackful of 
guts. I’m happy to do whatever | can to help 
him out. Who knows what'll happen down 
the road, but | don’t envision any perma- 
nent partnership with Dustin. | wouldn’t 
want to be tied down that way and | don’t 
think he’d want to be, either.” 

A few days earlier | had spoken with 
Dustin and he had pretty much said the 
same thing. Rhodes said he didn’t believe 
he and Anderson were suited to be full-time 
partners. 

“It's something that’s a little hard for me 
to put my finger on,” he offered, “but it’s 
there. Our personalities are too similar, | 
think. If you look at a lot of the more suc- 
cessful tag teams, one partner has a differ- 
ent outlook from the other. That’s one of 
those things that makes a team great. I’m 
sure Arn and | would do just fine as a team, 
though each of us could go further with 
other partners.” 

With partners like the Horsemen, 
Anderson went a long, long way. He may 
go further still, listening to all the rumors 
about an impending Horsemen reunion. 

“Those rumors never die,” he said with a 
laugh and a shrug. “People think there’s something 


O DAY ARN Anderson showed up to help 


Not long ago, Arn Anderson and Dustin Rhodes were bitter ene- 
mies. Now Anderson is teaming up with Dustin, but says he ; 
doubts they'll become full-time tag team partners. permanent about the Horsemen, that we haven't really 
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The WWF recently named seven charter members to its new Hall of Fame. Bruno 
Sammartino, whose two title reigns totaled more than 11 years, was not one of them. 
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CRUNCH TIME. No sense wast- 
ing time with a snappy lead, espe- 
cially since | can’t think of one and 
Game 7 of the NBA finals starts in 
26 minutes. Let’s get to the drivel. 

NEWS ITEM: WWF holds Hall 
of Fame inductions in Baltimore. 

Yes, the WWF has been around 
long enough to have a Hall of 
Fame. The ceremony took place on 
June 9 at the Omni Inner Harbor 
Hotel, and seven legendary per- 
formers became charter members. 
They are Fred Blassie, Bobo Brazil, 
James Dudley, Gorilla Monsoon, 
Buddy Rogers, Arnold Skaaland, 
and Chief Jay Strongbow. 

(Just for the record, Monsoon 
was inducted for his accomplish- 
ments as a wrestler, not an an- 
nouncer.) 

| do, however, have a big prob- 
lem with who did not get in. 
Specifically, | am talking about 
Bruno Sammartino, the greatest 
wrestler in the history of the federa- 
tion. Sammartino defeated Rogers 
to win the federation’s title in 1963. 
He then held the belt for nearly 
eight years, a span longer than the 
careers of most contemporary 
wrestlers. 

After an upset loss to Ivan Koloff 
in 1971, it would have been easy 
for Sammartino to pack it in. But 
two years later, he defeated Stan 
Stasiak and held the title until being 
dethroned by Superstar Billy 
Graham in 1977. Sammartino was 
champion for more than 11 of the 
federation’s first 14 years. He filled 
arenas to the rafters wherever he 
wrestled and gave the WWF an 
identity it has never lost. 

The failure to induct Sammartino 
probably stems from his long-run- 
ning feud with WWF head Vince 
McMahon. Sammartino has been 
an outspoken critic of McMahon 
and is one of several former 
wrestlers who has accused McMa- 
hon of forcing his competitors to 
bulk up with steroids. The two went 


at it— verbally—on Larry King Live 
in 1992. McMahon denies the 
charges and Sammartino remains 
embittered. 

The two should put aside what- 
ever grudges they hold 
and properly induct Sam- 
martino into the federa- 
tion’s shrine. If a prece- §j 
dent is set for not induct- 
ing truly deserving stars 
who left acrimoniously, 
that may mean that anoth- 
er very deserving wrestler 
won't get in. Of course, 
I'm talking about ... 

NEWS ITEM: Hulk 
Hogan joins WCW. 

Roll that around your 
mouth. Coming back to 
wrestling following a 
retirement is nothing new 
for Hogan, who has had 
SO many returns you 
would think he was an 
empty soda bottle. But in 
WCW? That's the equiva- 
lent of Michael Jordan 
returning to basketball— 
for the New York Knicks. 

Hogan’s improbable 
jump to the rival federa- 
tion was brought about by 
two major factors: (a) his 
falling-out with McMahon, 
and (b) his movie and 
television development 
deal with New Line Cin- 
ema, a property of none 
other than WCW owner 
Ted Turner. 

In a couple of weeks, 
after the cows stop jumping over 
the moon, people will start assess- 
ing Hogan’s chances of winning a 
sixth world title, this one in unfamil- 
iar surroundings. For that to hap- 
pen, Hogan will probably have to go 
through Ric Flair, who made a simi- 
lar jump 2'/2 years ago and silenced 
the skeptics with a pair of WWF 
titles. 

Most of the long-anticipated 


Hulk Hogan appeared on one of 
Monday Night Raw. Fans who w: 
must now watch WCW telecasts and pay-per-views, 
sues his first world title outside WWF auspices. 


Series of matches between Hogan 
and Flair ended in disqualification 
and settled nothing among fans 
(and writers) who argued about 
who was the better wrestler. Flair, 


though, did prove he was up to the 
tremendous task of succeeding on 
enemy soil, and that is the yardstick 
with which Hogan will be measured. 

This is an opportunity for Hogan 
to silence critics like myself who 
say he has been the recipient of 
favorable rulings from federation 
Officials who insulated his champi- 
onship reigns. Flair is regarded as 
the greatest wrestler in history, and 


the early telecasts of WWF 
ant to follow the “Hulkster” 


as he pur- 


is one of just two men (Buddy 
Rogers is the other) to win the most 
coveted prize in both federations. 
Hogan has a chance to be the third. 
However, if he comes up short, the 
impression he leaves upon 
the fans may not be any 
stronger than the one cur- 
rently created by ... 

NEWS ITEM: Tonya 
Harding gets into the 
game. 

Did you think Harding © 
would work in the kitchen 
of a senior citizens’ center 
| for the rest of her life? 
Yeah, so did |. Perhaps 
she realized that with the 
outside exception of taking 
her clothes off for pho- 
tographs, people wouldn't 
be waving seven-figure 
checks in her face the way 
Takashi Matsunaga of All- 
Japan Women’s Pro 
Wrestling did earlier this 
year. 

Harding passed on that 

| offer and instead joined an 
Oregon-based federation 
about the size of my apart- 
ment. Apparently, she will 
manage American Love 
Machine in his feud 
against Konnan, 
So why did Harding turn 
down $2-million from Mat- 
sunaga to instead appear 
on cards in wrestling 
hotbeds like Vancouver, 
Washington? Well, part of 
it may have to do with the 
terms of her sentencing, which for- 
bids her to travel outside Oregon, 
Washington, and California for 
some time. This may give 
Harding—a wrestling fan in her 
youth—a chance to acquire a taste 
(or distaste) for the sport. 

By that time, Shawn Eckhardt 
may be out of jail and prepared to 
act as her manager. Beware of for- 
eign objects. Oo 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Eddie Eliner 
himself. They do not necessarily 
reflect the editorial views of this 
magazine.) 


IHE NEW AND improved WWF no 

longer recognizes the legacy of 
Hulk Hogan. In recent ads promoting its 
current talent, Hogan is lumped in with 
the late Giant Idiot Andre, Ivan Putz 
and Iron Shriek as an example of old, 
tired, and boring wrestling. 

It reminds me of the man in a bar 
complaining to the woman he’s trying to 
pick up about what a shrew his previous 
girlfriend was. The woman should real- 
ize that if she goes home with the creep, 
eventually she will become the previous 
girlfriend being dissed in a bar. 

The WWE is all about one-night 
stands. It smooth-talks you in, promises 
you the universe, shows you a good 
time, then wants you out the next morn- 
ing. If Vince McMahon built the WWF, 
he did so on the back of Hulk Hogan— 
McMahon's reach extended only so far 
as Hogan could carry him, and Hulk, 
steroids or not, is a very strong man. 

But Hogan now wrestles for the 
enemy, and like they did in North Korea 
and Vietnam, the re-education process 
begins: “You see, boys and girls, Hulk 
Hogan was really a bad man. He was a 
bad wrestler. He was a bad champion.” 
Hell, boys and girls, I could have told 
you that. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Eliner’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 956 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Dear Eddie, 

Should we care that Owen Hart 
is King of the Ring? Will the WWF 
really pursue the Hart brothers’ 
feud? Will the once close-knit family 
allow the federation to exploit it so? 

WENDALL MIRO 
Bucks County, PA 
Dear Wendall, 

The Hart situation is really a 

lesson in marketing. It was 


decided years ago to push Bret 
simply because his package— 
leather jacket, greasy hair, cool 
shades—appealed to more fans 
than did Owen’s, who had yet to 
evolve a personality to cloak his 
wrestling style. Skillwise, the 
two brothers were millimeters 
apart, a fact supported by this 
and every other wrestling maga- 
zine who rated them. Unfor- 
tunately for Owen, there was 
only room at the top for one 
Hart. Despite knowing he had 
the skills to be champion, Owen 
dutifully played the supportive 
brother role. What is now being 
played out in the ring is the 
backlash, the product of too 
many years of butt-kissing and 
boot-licking. Owen wants his 
day in the sun, and there’s noth- 
ing wrong about it. Before you 
condemn him, you might won- 
der where Bret was all the time 
Owen was floundering in prelim 
matches in Saskatchewan. My 

(Continued on page 60) 


Despite all Hulk Hogan did to make the WWF wrestling’s dominant federation, it now 
has rendered him to enemy status. And even Ellner, no Hogan fan, says it’s unfair. 
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ALL-NEW QUESTIONS 
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— ACTUAL QUESTIONS — 
Hulk Hogan hails from which California beach community? 
1) Malibu 
2) Pacific Heights 
3) Venice Beac 
4) Newport Beach 


At what University did Ron Simmons play football? 
1) Notre Dame 


2) Florida State University 
3) Michigan State University 
4) Oglethorpe University 


True or False: Giant Gonzales competed in the 1984 Olympics as a 
member of Argentina's water polo team 

1) True 

2) False 


The Undertaker was once tag team partners with... 
l Lou Albano 

2) Sergeant Slaughter 

3) Rick Steiner 

4) None of the above 
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banned 


el 


Truth or 
Consequences, 
New Mexico, took 


preventative action 
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was banned from WCW. 

Cactus nearly ran over WCW 
Commissioner Nick Bockwinkel in 
the hallway of the Philadelphia Civic 
Center and demanded, “What the 
heck is going on, Bockwinkel?” He 
spotted play-by-play man Tony 
Schiavone and screamed, “What 
the heck are you doing, Schia- 
vone?” He saved a venomous 
attack for “Mean” Gene Okerlund, 
who was conducting interviews near 
the locker rooms. 

“Are you out to get me, Oker- 
lund? Because if you are, you’re 
going to rue the day you ever 
crossed paths with Cactus Jack.” 

Okerlund shook his head rapidly. 
Then he looked down and said, “It’s 
only a poll, Cactus. There’s abso- 
lutely nothing for you to be worried 
about.” 

But Cactus had every reason to 
be worried. After all, how would you 
feel if the place where you worked 
held a nationwide poll to decide if 
you should be banned? 

The number might as well have 
been 1-900-UNEMPLOYMENT. Or 
1-900-GETCACTUS. Or 1-900-CON- 
SPIRACY. 

“There’s no reason for this!” Jack 
screamed. “What have | ever done? 
If they want to ban somebody, they 
should ban [Big Van] Vader or The 
Nasty Boys. They’re the dangerous 
ones around here!” 
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Cactus was still running around 
like a maniac. Finally, he found a 
phone, picked up the receiver, and 
dialed. The look on his face turned 
to pure disbelief when the recorded 
announcement said, “We're sorry. 
The number you have dialed cannot 
be reached from this telephone. 
Please stay on the line and ask the 
operator for assistance.” 

Cactus had no time for opera- 
tors. 

“The phone company’s probably 
part of this plot, too,” he said. 
“There’s just one thing | want to 
know. One answer: Why?” 

Nobody really knew why WCW 
conducted a 1-900 poll during Slam- 
boree ’94, asking if Cactus Jack 
should be banned from the federa- 
tion. The people who run things at 
WCW said it was just a request for 
public opinion. But why would WCW 
have asked for an opinion on a sub- 
ject that was never even discussed 
prior to Slamboree? 

“Because they want me out,” 
Cactus answered. “I know somebody 
wants me out. WCW’s out to get me 
and | don’t know why.” 

Our attempts at finding out got no 
further than Jack’s. Bockwinkel said 
he had no intention of banning Cac- 
tus Jack “unless he does something 
that warrants his banishment.” 
WCW referee Randy Anderson said 
that “in most cases, Cactus Jack is 
the victim of illegal actions. He retal- 
iates, and sometimes it’s against 
the rules, but who can blame him?” 

But these denials and apparent 
shows of support hold no water 
when held against this fact: A poll 
was held and the results were very 
conclusive. According to a WCW 
source, 3.7 percent of the respond- 
ents felt Cactus should be banned, 
while 93.3 percent felt he should not. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Shawn Michaels calls his WrestleMania ladder match against Razor Ramon “one of the biggest 
events of my career.” Despite losing, he says he had given “the greatest match an athlete can give in 


his respective field.” 


SHAWN 
MICHAELS 


ERE AREN’T MANY wrestlers one can enjoy watching while at the same time despising their attitude. 

Shawn Michaels is one of the few. 

Egotistical, full of himself, obnoxious ... all these words and their synonyms describe Michaels. The native 
of San Antonio, Texas, considers himself a gift to wrestling, and to women. At least as far as wrestling is con- 
cerned, the man lives up to his boasts. 

He’s not blessed with overpowering size, but he certainly ranks pound-for-pound among the best wrestlers 
around. Michaels has great technical skill and good speed, plus one characteristic that can’t be developed in 
the gym—charisma. 

The “Heartbreak Kid” clearly enjoys wrestling, and transmits that enthusiasm to the crowd, even if they 
aren’t always on his side. His “Heartbreak Hotel” segment on WWF telecasts is controversia'—but watched. 

The two-time WWF Intercontinental champion hasn’t worn the belt for nearly a year, but—publicly at 
least—he says he is pleased to see his protege Diesel as the current champion. What’s next on Michaels’ hori- 
zon? Does he expect to one day battle his seven-foot friend? Will he pursue the WWF World title? Will he 
ever be humbled to the point where he'll change his attitude? 

“He’s cocky, and you don’t want to like him, but you do anyway,” says Senior Editor Bill Apter, who con- 
ducted this interview. “Shawn is certainly among the top wrestlers of our day, and a colorful personality to 
boot, plus he’s got plenty of years ahead of him. Who knows how far he could go.” 


APTER: First of all, Shawn, let’s go 
back to WrestleMania. The ladder match 
between you and Razor Ramon, in my 
opinion, has all it takes to become Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED'S Match of the 
Year. We weren't in the ring with you. 
Tell us what was you were feeling 
throughout the match. 

MICHAELS: Well, without a 
doubt, it was one of the toughest 
matches that I’ve ever been 
through. But you’re talking about 
WrestleMania X, and in my opin- 
ion, it was one of the biggest events 
in my career and in all of profes- 
sional wrestling. That particular 
day, | was psyched and ready to go. 
And it’s amazing that you go into 
the ring with Razor Ramon and 
have a match that will go down in 
history. For the first time | didn’t 
care if | won or I lost. 

APTER: Why? 

MICHAELS: Because | came out 
of that ring and I knew that for the 
first time ever | had given the 
wrestling fans, the wrestling world, 
myself, and my opponent the great- 
est match an athlete can give in his 
respective field. | felt that that was 
enough of an accomplishment on 
my part. The fact that a guy 
climbed a ladder faster than | did 
means absolutely nothing. I’ve 
never been pinned by Razor Ra- 
mon. I’ve never been pinned by any 
athletes in the World Wrestling 
Federation. So, in my opinion, 
WrestleMania X was nothing but a 
success for me, Shawn Michaels, 
and, of course, Razor Ramon. 

APTER: A lot of talk has been going 
around the wrestling industry about ten- 
sion between you and Diesel. A lot of 
people said that you couldn't beat Razor 
Ramon, so that’s why you sent Diesel 
after him. What's your opinion on this? 
And will you step in and wrestle Diesel 
eventually? 

MICHAELS: Well, every time 
you got two guys who hang around 
together and are buddies, the 
wrestling world and the press have 
a tendency to cause preblems or 
make a mountain out of a molehill 


when there is absolutely nothing 
wrong. | mean, Diesel and I are just 
like any other two guys. We agree 
and we disagree. Name two friends 
who don’t. But to say that there is a 
problem in the camp of the “Heart- 
break Kid” ... 

APTER: Before the Royal Rumble 
there was an incident on TV ... 

MICHAELS: See!? Everybody 
keeps talking about that Royal 
Rumble! 

APTER: ... where Diesel said that he 
wouldn't protect you and he wanted to 
win the thing himself. 

MICHAELS: Exactly. That’s un- 
derstandable. Diesel made one 
thing perfectly clear to me. He’s 
not a bodyguard anymore. He’s 
now a legitimate athlete, a legiti- 
mate superstar in the World 
Wrestling Federation. | mean, 


“1 do what I want, when | 
want, and with whom | want. 
The WWF frowns on that 


because I’m not some pawn iy) My 
‘s 


or puppet on a string.” ne Helen 


\, 6 
py 


there was a tough transi- 
tion there from bodyguard 
to wrestler that caused a 
little friction between us, 
but once he made it clear 
to me that he wanted to be 
a wrestler, he wanted me 
to help him become a 
superstar in the World 
Wrestling Federation. I felt 
like it was no problem. The 
guy’s got a lot of talent, 
and he can be something 
someday as long as he lis- 
tens to the “Heartbreak 
Kid.” 

APTER: With his size, it 
appears his potential is limitless. 

MICHAELS: As_ you 
know, Bill, size doesn’t win 
professional wrestling 
matches. I’m one of the 


(Continued on page 48) 
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IN wCw! 


The jump to WCW made By Chris Bernucca 
IG VAN VADER, step aside. Ric Flair, move to the 
Rex. please. Hulk Hogan has arrived in WCW, and he 
needs room. Lots of room. 

Let’s skip past the unfathomable factor. It’s happened. 
Hogan, the five-time champion of the WWF and its meal tick- 
et for more than a decade, has signed with WCW, a federa- 
put his immense popularity (tion he once held in disdain. 

But this is more than a big-name wrestler switching pro- 
motions. Flair himself has done it twice in the last three 
to its toughest test. years, and while his jump to the WWF raised some eye- 
brows, it did not turn the sport upside down. 
Yet Hogan is more than a big-name wrestler. Besides 
a ae being able to put his career accomplishments up against any 
Hulkamania” could wrestler from any era, Hogan has in abundance what some 
of the greatest champions never possessed. He has an aura 
known as “Hulkamania,” and that makes him unique. 
sweep across the South— “| thought | had seen the last of Hulk Hogan,” Flair admit- 
ted. “I thought he wasn’t coming back to the ring. | figured he 
was happy with his acting and had enough of the all the nag- 
ging things that start getting to you as you get older. 
“The last thing | expected was for him to show up here. 


by Hulk Hogan is about to 


or get swept under the rug 
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Hogan has always been the WWF's 
guy. Heck, he is the WWF. The few 
times we wrestled against each other 
over there, people in the arenas treat- 
ed it like it was Armageddon.” 

“He commands attention,” said 
Rick Steamboat, who also wrestled 


WCW celebrated its signing of Hulk Hogan by staging a ticker-tape 
parade! However, it wasn't held in Manhattan or Atlanta, but a sound 
stage at Disney-MGM Studios in Orlando, Florida. 


with Hogan in the WWF. “He's almost 
like a Superhero. He would come out 
and rip his shirt off and the place 
would go bananas. The fans didn’t 
want him to leave.” 

But he has left. Hogan is no longer 
in the WWF, where his name was syn- 
onymous with success. He is now in 
WCW, perceived by many as enemy 
territory. And whether Hogan and his 
aura will be accepted over the long 
haul remains to be seen. 

Strictly out of curiosity, there is no 
doubt that Hogan will initially receive a 
warm welcome. First and foremost, he 
is a fan favorite. He also possesses a 
deep sense of patriotism and cour- 
age, and observers will immediately 
identify with those characteristics. 


26 a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


And even the most avid, unwavering, 
hardcore WCW fans know of his 
exploits. Whether or not you follow 
wrestling, you would have to be living 
in solitary confinement in a prison for 
the last 15 years to be unfamiliar with 
the “Hulkster.” (In contrast, Flair has 


Hogan takes ques- 
tions from reporters in 
Orlando as Gene Ok- 
erlund and manager 
Jimmy Hart look on. 
While the “Hulkster” is 
surely the most popu- 
lar wrestler in history, 
can he woo longtime 
fans of Ric Flair and 
WCW? 


never quite transcended wrestling, 
even during the mid-1980s when he 
was arguably more dominant than 
Hogan.) 

But while many know of Hogan, 
they may be unaware of the aura sur- 
rounding him. “Hulkamania” is a fren- 
zy that has been built over years 
and years of success and has 
used familiarity to enhance its 
growth. 

However, Hogan is now in 
unchartered waters. When he 
speaks of his “Hulkamaniacs,” 
will the pre-teens in the audience 
know he is talking about them? 
Or will they think he has a team 
of wrestlers with him? Will he be 
accepted in WCW wrestling hot- 
beds such as North Carolina, 
where the first name people 
equivocate with wrestling is Flair, 
their native son? Or will he be 
perceived as an outsider crash- 


v 


For years, WCW and WWF partisans 
argued whether Flair or Hogan was 
better. Flair went after Hogan (above) 
and vice versa (right) during their 
matches in the WWF, but neither could 
claim supremacy. Things may finally 
be resolved this time. 


ing the party? Or worse yet, a 
Yankee? 

“| think Hogan will be accepted 
based on his performance in the ring,” 
said Sting, the most popular wrestler 
in WCW in recent years. “If he is able 
to come right in and put together a 
winning streak and take out some of 
the characters we have in this federa- 
tion, like Vader and [Lord Steven] 
Regal, the fans will adopt him as their 
own. Everyone likes a winner, and he 
has certainly been one in the past. 

“But if he struggles, it could be a 
different story. The fans could run him 
right out of here.” 

Hogan’s most recent comeback 
was brief and forgettable. It occurred 
last year, and began as a noble cause 
as he assisted longtime friend Brutus 
Beefcake in his feud with Irwin R. 
Schyster and Ted DiBiase. However, 
an appearance at WrestleMania IX 
turned into his fifth World title, an 
impromptu victory over Yokozuna. 


But this time, things 
were different. Some 
WWF fans actually did 
seem to express a distaste 
for “Hulkamania.” Hogan 
did little to sweeten that 
taste, sitting out over 70 
days and violating federa- 
tion title defense laws 
before a rematch with 
Yokozuna. That match 
also ended dubiously, with 
Hogan losing the title after 
being on the receiving end 


of a phony photographer's fireball. He 
then appeared on a handful of WWF 
cards in the U.S. and Europe, and that 
was it. Oddly, the opinion of some fed- 
eration fans seemed to be, “Good rid- 
dance!” 

Hogan should have no problem 
educating WCW fans about “Hulka- 
mania.” He has another longtime 
friend, Gene Okerlund, manning the 
microphones, thus giving him count- 
less sound-bite opportunities. Al- 
though Hogan’s image has taken 
somewhat of a beating over the last 
few years, he is still immense- 
ly popular with children and 
can spread “Hulkamania” 
throughout WCW territory with 
public appearances. 

Replacing Flair as North 
Carolina’s favorite son is out of 
the question, however. 

“Ric Flair could come to the 
ring with an Uzi, Hogan could 
have a flock of nuns with him, 
and a majority of the crowd 
would still cheer for Flair,” said 
WCW fan Mike Bowlin of Carr- 
boro, North Carolina. “Flair is 
more popular than [Charlotte 
Hornets star] Larry Johnson in 
these parts.” 

In the end, it all comes back 
to wins and losses. If Hogan is 
successful in the ring, he will 
likely be accepted by all the 
WCW fans who have long per- 
ceived him as the enemy. 
Even a victory over the hal- 
lowed Flair, however disap- 
pointing to the fans, would 
earn Hogan a great measure 
of respect and further increase 
the aura of “Hulkamania.” But 
if Hogan can’t break through 
against WCW’s best wrestlers, 
that aura will only be viewed 
as a smokescreen attempting 
to camouflage a rapidly fading 
career. 


Hogan’s charisma and Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s marketing ability helped 
the WWF become wrestling’s 
dominant promotion. Those days 
are over now, but Hogan’s WWF 
ties are still anathema to many 
WCW fans. 
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YOKOZUNA 

TO ALBANO 
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we) HEADSHRINKERS 
AND $1-MILLION! 


THE HEADSHRINKERS 
' “THE BAIT 
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By Chris Bernucca 
APT. LOU ALBANO has always been known as “The 
Guiding Light.” Maybe he should change his nick- 
name to “Trader Lou.” 

Unidentified sources close to Albano say he is attempting 
to pull off a blockbuster deal that would send WWF tag team 
champions The Headshrinkers and at least $1-million to Mr. 
Fuji in exchange for Yokozuna, the former WWF champion. 

The sources also reveal that Albano’s cash source is none 
other than Ted DiBiase, the “Million-Dollar Man,” who is try- 
ing to build a stable and would retain part-ownership of Yoko- 
zuna, possibly co-managing the 500-pound sumo master 
with Albano. 

All the parties involved refused comment. A WWF 


IN 1970, CAPT. LOU ALBANO 
EMBARRASSED A FELLOW 
MANAGER AND TOOK OVER 


THE WWE BY ORCHESTRATING 
A ONE-SIDED DEAL, 


THE ONLY TRADE IN 
FEDERATION HISTORY. 
DON'T LOOK NOw, 
BUT HE’S TRYING TO 
DO IT AGAIN 


spokesman said, “That’s garbage.” However, the sources 
say otherwise. 

“It's no done deal by any means, but it’s more than an 
idea,” a source said. “Both sides have discussed it. There are 
some obstacles, but it could happen.” 

“It should happen before SummerSlam,” said another 
source. “Albano’s pulled this off before. Don’t underestimate 
him doing it again.” 

Before we address the particulars and the potential stum- 
bling blocks of this mind-boggling swap, let's understand 
something. Any trade in wrestling is a blockbuster. When 
managers and wrestlers from the same stable become dis- 
enchanted with each other, they usually just part ways and 
seek out others. Trades are for sports with owners of teams 
who have rosters. 

Most fans know Albano as the manager who has led 13 


YOKOZUNA 
THE PRIZE 
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different tag teams to 17 titles. But he also engineered 
the only known trade in the WWF. It happened late in 
1970, before Cyndi Lauper had reached puberty and 
Albano had an earring in his cheek. He dealt Crusher 
Verdu and the proverbial “undisclosed amount of cash” 
to manager Tony Angelo in exchange for The Mongols 
and a budding foreign star named Ivan Koloff. 


Yokozuna turns to Mr. Fuji for advise on how to put away The 
Headshrinkers. The sumo star may soon be under the guidance 
of Capt. Lou Albano, with Samu and Fatu in Fuji’s camp. 


The deal was the equivalent of the baseball trade of 
almost a year later to the day in which the New York 
Mets sent a wild righthander named Nolan Ryan plus 
some minor-leaguers to the California Angels for a 
washed-up infielder named Jim Fregosi. If you follow 
baseball, you know how that one turned out. 

Verdu was a big bear of a man from Spain who, 
under Albano, had won his way into top-contender sta- 
tus. However, he couldn’t unseat Bruno Sammartino as 
WWF champion and Albano believed Verdu had 
reached his potential in the ring. 

The Mongols were the International tag team cham- 
pions at the time and weren’t happy with the trade. They 
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would eventually leave the federation, which seemingly 
would leave Albano with the short end of the deal, but 
The Mongols were not the Captain’s primary concern 
anyway. Albano apparently saw something in Koloff that 
Angelo didn't. 

The “Russian Bear’ upset Sammartino for the title in 
January of 1971 and for three glorious weeks, Albano 
was managing both the singles 
and tag team champions of the 
WWF. Angelo got nothing more 
out of Verdu and is a perennial 
candidate for the “Where Are They 
Now?” feature in our sister publi- 
cation Inside Wrestling. 

It's no secret that throughout his 
career, Albano has been a shrewd 
judge of wrestling talent. The re- 
sults of the 1970 trade should be 
enough to scare anyone off from 
making another deal with him. So 
why are men like Mr. Fuji and Jim 
Cornette in such a hurry to do so? 

“They’re not,” one source said. 
“At least Cornette is not. He 


While Yokozuna (with Crush) couldn’t 
wrest the WWF World tag team title 
from The Headshrinkers at King of the 
Ring in June, he remains one of the 
federation’s premier singles wrestlers. 
Albano and Ted DiBiase would love to 
train him. 


=. 


“3 
fs 


believes that if he has Yokozuna, he has no worse than 
the second-best wrestler in the WWF. But Fuji can talk 
himself into anything. Look what happened at Wrestle- 
Mania with Hogan last year.” 

Sources say that Albano—Samu and Fatu’s techni- 
cal adviser—has conceded that Afa is the true manag- 
er of The Headshrinkers and is willing to let them go. 
But the tag team title is less prestigious and far more 
fleeting than the singles title, and Fuji apparently wants 
to be financially compensated. 

That’s where DiBiase comes in. Right now, his stable 
consists of Nikolai Volkoff, Bam Bam Bigelow, and an 
Undertaker. He is trying to lure others to his fledgling 
camp, and having Yokozuna would help attract better 
wrestlers. A source said DiBiase and Albano would 
Share duties regarding Yokozuna. DiBiase would put 
together match contracts, while Albano would act in the 
same capacity in which he did for Samu and Fatu— 
advising and suggesting, but never ordering. 


“They could work together,” WWF expert Thomas 
Pilliard said of DiBiase and Albano. “Lou may be con- 
sidered a fan favorite now, but he still has friends in the 
rulebreaking community. Ted respects Lou’s skills. He’s 
also shrewd enough to know that Albano’s popularity 
could enhance Yokozuna’s marquee value.” 

It is clear to see why Cornette would oppose such a 
deal. After making a big splash in the WWF last year, he 
would be rendered insignificant. Afa and Fuji would 
apparently work together, knocking Cornette out of the 
picture. Albano and DiBiase would have no problem 
with that. One less manager means one less competitor ~ 
for a gifted wrestler’s services. 

Like the 1970 deal, this one seems remarkably one- 
sided in Albano’s favor. Sometimes, the best trades are 
the ones that are never made. If Fuji fails to recognize 
that and makes this deal with “Trader Lou,” he could 
find himself next to Tony Angelo in the “Where Are They 
Now?” file. Oo 


Why would Fuji want to trade Yokozuna to Albano and DiBiase? He may believe Yokozuna’s best 
days are behind him, or like The Headshrinkers’ long-range potential. More likely, the million-dollar 
compensation is too tantalizing. 
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Lawler is not only convinced that 
Roddy Piper and Bret Hart (right) 
have gone out of their way to plot his 
elimination from the sport, but that §] 
he’s going to have to do everything § 
within his powers to fight off paid hit- 
men like Troy Graham (above). 


Ie 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 
HERE’S NOTHING unusual 
about Eddie Gilbert giving his 
all and then some against 
Jerry Lawler, but this time Lawler 
noticed something a little different 
about his longtime arch-rival. 

“He had that fire in his eyes like 
I've seen only when he has some- 
thing on his agenda,” Lawler 
recalled. “I know Gilbert like the 
back of my hand, and he was defi- 
nitely up to something. And now | 
think | know what.” 

If you see Lawler walking around 
with a scowl on his face these days, 
it's not because he lost that non- 
title match to Gilbert. Nor is it 
because he lost his long-awaited 
match against Roddy Piper at the 
WWF's King of the 
Ring pay-per-view 
in Baltimore. 

And it’s not real- 
ly bothering him 
that much that Bret 
Hart is still walking 
around with the 
WWE World title. 
Heck, all became 
right with the world 
when Owen Hart |» 
won the King of the 
Ring tournament 
with Jim Neidhart’s 
assistance. 

No, something 
else is bothering 
the Memphis mon- 
arch. 

“Dirty tricks,” he 
spat, sounding like 
an election oppo- | 
nent of Richard | 
Nixon’s. “No-good, — 
dirty rotten tricks. | 
never thought I’d 


if 
| 


WIGKUNCOVeK 
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Piper directly victory (il 
Lawler en route to victory i 
at the King of the Ring © 
tournament. But Lawler © 
is certain Roddy’s trying 
to entice other wrestlers 4 
to go after ‘ yu King.” 


Jeff Jarrett’ s been battering Lawler 

}on recent visits to Memphis. As 

“The King” sees it, Piper may be 

"offering “Double-J” a recording 
| contract on the West Coast. 


see the day Piper 
and Hart would get 
together to destroy ° 
me, but | guess they 
realize they can’t 
get rid of me on 
their own. But if 
that’s the way they 
want it, I'll take care 
of both of them at 
once. And if they 
want to send hired 
henchmen after me, 
rll take care of 
them, too.” 

Lawler’s espe- 
cially angry be- 
cause he knows he 
got himself in this 
mess. Bret Hart was 
the main man on 
Lawler’s agenda 
before “The King” 
Started insulting 
Piper. That got the “Rowdy Scot's” 
attention, and before long, Lawler 
was dealing with assaults on two 
fronts ... both of his own making. 

“Lawler’s big mouth got him into a 
lot of trouble,” said a WWF fan 
favorite. “If he’d have kept his mouth 
closed, he could’ve had a nice, 
cushy job sitting next to McMahon on 
TV. Instead, he had to confront Hart 
and had to insult Piper's kids. 

“Now he’s complaining that Hart 
and Piper are after him? | don’t think 
you're going to find anyone feeling 
sorry for Lawler.” 

Lawler, however, contends Piper 
and Hart have upped the ante for 
any wrestler who can dethrone “The 
King.” And Lawler claims Troy 
Graham and Gilbert, even one-time 
friend Jeff Jarrett, are doing their bid- 
ding. All three have attacked him 
recently, with more ferociousness 


4 NOVEMBER/1994 a 33 


Lawler is getting plenty of 
torture from familiar foe Eddie 
Gilbert (above) and newcomer 
Troy Graham (right). He’s 
certain Piper and Hart have 
something to do with it. 


than usual. 

“Hart’s giving out 
shots at the World title. 
Piper’s telling people 
that if they get rid of me, 
he'll get them a spot in 
one of those C-movies 
he makes,” Lawler ar- 
gued. “Between the two 
of them, they've offered 
about a million-dollar 
bounty to run me out of 
wrestling. I’m not just 
talking about the WWF. 
I’m talking about Mem- 
phis, too. 

“Well, they're dealing 
with the wrong hombre.” 

But why would Jarrett, 
of all people, want to 
help Hart and Piper? 

“Connections. ‘Doub- 
le-J’ hasn’t been able to make it in 
Nashville—where the music indus- 
try has standards—so he may want 
to reach stardom via California,” 
Lawler said. “Country music is thriv- 
ing out there, and Jarrett hopes 
Roddy has some tone-deaf pals in 
the recording business on the 
Coast.” 
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Things haven't been going right 
for Lawler lately. Even Piper's 150- 
pound teenage friend got his shots 
in on him at King of the Ring. That 
was an embarrassing loss for 
Lawler, who seemingly had Piper 
beaten when the kid interfered. 
What was in it for Roddy? 

“Just the pride associated with 
doing a good deed,” Piper said. “I 
wanted him there at ringside be- 
cause | knew it would be the high- 
light of his life. | should’ve known he 
was good enough to beat Lawler by 
himself! Heck, he did better than 
me!” 

Lawler was spitting mad after that 
one. He was also out for revenge. 

“| didn’t have anyone at ringside 
to help me, why did Piper have to 


have that moron with him?” Lawler 


demanded. “Who said anything 
about having someone at ringside? 
If | didn’t know better, I’d think the 
WWF higher-ups were in on Piper's 
plot, too.” 

While Lawler draws evidence 
from random matches, he offers no 
concrete proof of a Piper-Hart plan 


Lawler says anyone trying to do him 
wrong—whether in the USWA or the 
WWF-—is “dealing with the wrong hom- 
bre.” However, he hasn’t been able to 
provide proof of a genuine Piper and 
Hart plot against him. 


to get him. This is a clear example 
of paranoia kicking in when frustra- 
tion takes over. 

Lawler is screaming, “Everyone’s 
out to get me!” when few care about 
him. Bret Hart has other things to 
worry about (like Owen). Roddy 
Piper wouldn't mind going back to 
Portland and forgetting he ever met 
Lawler. Jarrett may have an old 
score to settle, but musical fame 
remains his top priority. 

As for the patients in the Toronto 
Children’s Hospital, they’d rather 
think about the heroes they're root- 
ing for than the villains they're root- 
ing against. A positive aititude is 
always healthiest. 

Meanwhile, Lawler goes along 
his bitter way. He is a man desper- 
ately in need of an excuse. Failure 
doesn’t come easily to a man who 
has been dominant for most of his 
career. It must be attributed to 
uncontrollable factors. 

Lawler might be best served by 
controlling himself. He’s burning 
mad, even though the match hasnt 
really caught a spark. 
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Te SON OF famed grappler Angelo Poffo has carved out a lucrative 
d 


val career as a wrestler and’ analyst on WWF telecasts ... Equally 

entertaining in both aspects ... Stands 6'1", weighs 237 pounds ... 
Born Randy Poffo on November 15, 1952, in Columbus, Ohio ... Brother 
of Lanny “The Genius” Poffo ... Family moved to suburban Chicago, and 
he attended Downers Grove North High School ... Was his father’s num- 
ber-one fan and often took in his matches :.. Baseball was his first love 
and he hit over .500 in high school ... A two-time all-state catcher, he 
signed a minor league contract with St. Louis in 197] ... Was in the 
Cardinals, Cincinnati, and Chicago White Sox systems for five years ... 
Played for Jimmy Piersall of Fear Strikes Out fame ... Never reached the 
majors and developed a longing for pro wrestling ... Contractual problems 
prevented him from engaging in any other sports activities ... 
Circumvented it for three years by donning a mask 
as “The Spider” ... Weighed only 175 pounds for 
his pro mat debut, a victory over Paul 
Christy in November 1973 in Clenbard, 
Illinois ... Retired from baseball in 1976 
to devote himself to a full-time wrestling « 
career ... Was competing in Georgia in 
1976 when given the name Randy Savage 
by Ole Anderson because, said Ole, “he 
wrestled like a savage!” ... Still has that 
Killer instinct ... Teamed-with Lanny for the 
Southeastern tag team title, and they split 
after losing the belts ... Lanny won the 
Intercontinental Championship Wrestling title 
in 1978, but lost it to his brother on July 21, 
1979 ... Savage kept the belt for four years 
before losing it to Christy in 1983 ... Was 
signed by manager Jimmy Hart and moved 
to the Mid-Southern area ... Feuded with 
Jerry-Lawler, trading the Mid-Southern title 
several times ... Wrestled Lanny in a classic 
match in late-1984 ... It was held in an empty 
Mid-South Coliseum with Lawler as referee ... 
Moved to the WWF in 1985 and was wooed by several managers .¢. The 
surprise winner was the relatively unknown Elizabeth, who eventually 
became his wife ... Won the Intercontinental title from Tito Santana on 
February 6, 1986 ... Gained a reputation as one of the world’s most bru- 
tal and ruthless rulebreakers ... Nearly ended Rick Steamboat's career by 
brutalizing him with the timekeeper’s bell ... Their feud was a classic ahd 
culminated with a match at WrestleMania Ill... More than 93,000 were 
there to see Hogan vs. Andre the Giant, but Steamboat and Savage stole 
the spotlight ... Steamboat pinned Savage for the belt ... An unlikely 
alliance between them was formed at WrestleMania IV... Hogan was in 
Savage's corner (and gave him assistance) when Savage beat Ted DiBiase 
for the WWF World title ... The Megapowers; with Elizabeth in their corner, 
beat DiBiase and Andre the Giant at SummerSlam ‘88 ... But this alliance 
was doomed to disaster ... Savage accused Hogan of “lusting after” 
Elizabeth ... Their stormy breakup occurred in a televised-bout, when 
Savage threw Elizabeth from the ring and attacked Hogan in.the dressing 
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room ... Savage lost the World title to Hogan at WrestleMania V and lost 
Elizabeth, too ... “Sensational” Sherri Martel became his manager, but 
Savage never took his eyes off Elizabeth ... At SummerSlam ‘89, Savage 
and Zeus lost to Hogan and Brutus Beefcake ... Feuded with The Ultimate 
Warrior ... Cost Warrior the World tifleat the 1991 Royal Rumble by 
smashing him with a scepter, allowing Sgt. Slaughter to gain the pin ... 
Lost a retirement match to Warrior at WrestleMania VII ... Sherri turned 
on him and Elizabeth emerged from the stands to throw Sherri out of the 
ting ... A tearful reunion followed ... Savage proposed to Elizabeth and 
wrestling’s First Couple was married at SummerSlam ‘91 (they eventually 
divorced) ... The reception was marred when Jake Roberts and The 
Undertaker attacked Savage ... Months later, Roberts allowed his cobra to 
bite Shvage ... “Macho Man” was reinstated and pinned Roberts at 
“Tuesday In Texas” on December 3, 1991 ... 

hh A feud between Savage and new WWF 
World champion Ric Flair developed 
when Flair revealed a set of incrimi- 
nating photos of himself and Elizabeth 

... Anenraged Savage pinned Flair at 
WrestleMania VIII to win his second 
World title ... Curt Hennig announced 

he was negotiating a management deal 
with both Savage and Warrior ... Bad 
blood developed, and Warrior defeated 
Savage by countout at SummerSlam ‘92 
... Hennig and Flair interfered in the 

| match, and double-teamed Savage 
\ afterward ... Warrior chased them 
| back to the dressing room, but the 
| damage had been done ... Wrestling 

| with an injured leg, Savage lost the 

\ World title to Flair two days later ... 

F Couldn't walk back to the dressing 
room and was aided by Warrior ... The 
two teamed up and were scheduled to 
face Flair and Razor Ramon at Survivor Series 92 ... Wartior disappeared 
days before the card, so Savage asked Hennig to be his partner ... They 
won by disqualification in an all-out brawl ... Occasionally wrestled in 
ensuing months, but mostly concentrated on his TV duties ... Became 
active in fund-raising for Special Olympics and the Leukemia Society... 
Beat Jerry Lawler for the USWA title on October 11, 1993, in Memphis, 
with help from WWF head Vince McMahon ... Was sneak-attacked by for- 
mer ally Crush on WWF Monday Night Raw ... Crush accused Savage of 
turning his back on him when he was injured ... Confronted Savage at 
Survivor Series '93 and they brawled in the aisle... Beat Crush, two falls 
to one, in an incredible falls-count-anywhere match at WrestleMania X .... 
Savage won by tying up Crush in a room under the Madison Square Garden 
tunnel ... Offered to help Smoky Mountain Wrestling Commissioner Bob 
Armstrong in a feud with Bruiser Bedlam ... Made his SMW debut on May 
20, losing to Bedlam after being smashed with a foreign object ... 
Challenged SMW champion Jake Roberts and renewed their old feud ... It 
appears Savage will never settle for a peaceful retirement! Oo 
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It was bad enough when Jake Roberts lost a hair vs. hair match 
to Mexican great Konnan, and worse naving his head shaved. 
But the greatest humiliation came when he returned to 
Smoky Mountain to defend his heavyweight title 


Photos by Michael Lano 


Most Americans returning from Mexico 
bring back souvenirs. However, Jake 
Roberts left something behind south of 
the border—his hair, after losing to 
Konnan in Tijuana (left). Now Roberts is 
one shorn “Snake” (above)! 


By Andy Rodriguez 
AKE ROBERTS CAN accept 
J losing. He hates it, of course, 
but he realizes there are times 
when dropping a contest is 
inevitable. 

He can even accept the results 
forced by an unusual stipulation. 
When he lost a best-of-three-falls 
match to the Mexican star Konnan 
just across the border in Tijuana, 
Roberts was forced to have his 
head shaved. He didn’t like it, but 
again, he accepted it as part of the 
game. 

“What’s worse than losing,” he 
offered, “is not trying. If you don’t 
try, then you’ve really lost.” 
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What Roberts cannot tolerate 
are comments like this: 

“| saw him four days ago,” said 
Brian Lee, “and | still haven't 
stopped laughing.” 

Lee was talking about the first 
time he saw Roberts bald. For 
Lee—and a lot of other wrestlers in 
Smoky Mountain—it was one of the 
funniest sights imaginable. For 
Roberts, it was the ultimate embar- 
rassment. 

“The Snake” cannot stand being 
laughed at. 

“You never, never make a joke 
at this guy’s expense,” said Rob- 
erts’ former manager Paul Jones. 
“He doesn’t appreciate it at all. I’m 
sure that even good-natured ribbing 
about his baldness is bugging the 
hell out of him.” 

What makes it worse for Roberts 
is the fact that he is Smoky 
Mountain’s heavyweight champion. 
As such, he expects a certain 
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It appeared the world would soon find 
out what a bald Konnan would look like. 
Roberts had things firmly under control, 
and prepares to punch the helpless fan 
favorite. 


amount of respect. In his current 
state of baldness, he is barely 
receiving it. Even lightly regarded 
prelim foes, who usually quiver at 
the thought of facing “The Snake,” 
crack a smile when they see him 
approach. 

Said one, who although be- 
mused by Roberts still refused to 
give his name: “Really, | can’t take 
him quite as seriously. Yes, | know | 
should, but just looking at him 
cracks me up. | can’t help but think 
of Mr. Clean.” 


During the bout, Roberts was able to 
handcuff Konnan, much to the dismay of 
the partisan crowd. “The Snake” has 
long been one of the most despised 
Americans who wrestles in Mexico. 


Rick Morton wasn’t afraid to 
speak on the record, and wasn’t 
afraid to offer a more provocative 
comment. 

“Hey, couldn’t have happened to 
a nicer guy,” said Morton. “After all 
the embarrassment he’s caused a 
lot of good people, Roberts de- 
serves it. My hat’s off to Konnan. 


Don’t know much about him, but 
anybody who makes Roberts look 
bad has to be okay.” 

Yes, it’s a great time for the 
“Snake”-haters in Smoky Mountain. 

Or is it? Roberts’ opponents 
report that since the day he 
returned from Mexico, site of the 
hair vs. hair match, he has been 


much more aggressive. 

“| half-expect him to unload his 
snake before he wrestles,” said 
Tony Anthony. “Jake has always 
been very intense. Now he’s turned 
it up a notch. He’s bringing that 
anger into the ring and it’s making 
him more dangerous. It definitely 
spells trouble for the rest of us.” 


Things look especially bleak for Konnan when Warlord enters the fray on behalf of Roberts and 
gets ready to inflict further damage with the help of a nearby chair. 
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As one of the top contenders for 
the Smoky Mountain belt, An- 
thony’s statement is especially sig- 
nificant. Indeed, Roberts was wildly 
aggressive before he lost his hair. 
In the aftermath of one contest with 
Anthony, “The Snake” went so far 
as to give a DDT to Anthony's valet, 
Kimberly. 

“People better stop laughing,” 
said Jim Cornette, “and start worry- 
ing. Jake Roberts is a bitter man 
right now. Giving Kim a DDT may 
end up looking pretty tame. This is 
a good time for my guys to stay 
clear of Roberts. 

“Still, Jake does look funny bald, 
doesn’t he?” 

No matter what, they can’t stop 
laughing. Both friends and enemies 
know “The Snake” is a great 
wrestler and they know how dan- 
gerous he is. They also know he 
looks pretty foolish. 

“| can hear them snickering 
behind my back,” said Roberts. 
“They're all having a good laugh at 
my expense. They won't be laugh- 
ing long. My hair will grow back, but 
| won't forget any of them. 

“| don’t like being here in Smoky 
Mountain right now, but I’m still the 
champion and | intend to defend 
the belt like a man. I’m not going to 
go hide and wait till my hair grows 
back. I’m going to be taking on peo- 
ple like Anthony and Morton and 
Tracey Smothers. | still have my 
pride, and | still have my snake. 
There’s a combination that most 
definitely should not be laughed at.” 

True, and now Roberts is pre- 
pared to stop the laughter the same 
way it started. He says he intends 
to challenge each of the federa- 
tion’s top challengers to title vs. hair 
encounters. 

“If | lose, they get the title,” he 
said. “If they lose, they get their 
heads shaved. Simple, but do any 
of these people have the guts to 
take on a challenge that | faced 
gladly?” 

“Title vs. hair?” said Anthony. 
“Sure, why not? | don’t have any 
problem with that. No one ever 
compares me with shaggy dogs. 
Jake, anytime you're ready.” 
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Konnan rallied, was freed of his handcuffs, and turned things around for the decisive 
pin. Roberts was only minutes away from a complimentary haircut—and humiliation in 
Smoky Mountain. 


“| don’t look forward to the 


prospect of going bald, even tem- 
porarily,” Smothers offered. “But if 
there’s a chance to win the title, I'd 
go for it. Roberts can’t scare me off 
So easily.” 

“Smoky Mountain would, I’m sure, 
have no problem with sanctioning 
that type of a match,” said a federa- 
tion official. “However, it’s our call, 
not Jake Roberts’. If you ask me, it 
smacks of desperation. It seems like 
Jake still feels quite embarrassed, so 
he’s going to this extreme. Why can’t 


he just defend the belt in a regular 
match?” 

Because since he’s returned from 
Mexico, Roberts has contested no 
such thing as a regular match. Every 
contest is a battle to regain respect. 
Every match is an opportunity to shut 
up an opponent who’s been having 
himself a good laugh. “The Snake” 
just wants to be the champion again. 

Maybe he should try a wig. Or a 
hairpiece. 

Say, what’s Rod Price’s phone 
number? te 
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CALIFORNIA 

LOS ANGELES—EMLL/MWF at the Grand 
Olympic Auditorium: The Mercenaries beat The 
Cosmos, Los Toritos Jr., & Los Toritos Sr. . 
Crazy Boy, Terror Chicano, & Renegado 
Estrada beat Benny Carranza, Sombra de 


Plata, & Triton ... Louis Spiccoli, Mando 
Guerrero, & Chavito Guerrero fought to a dou- 
ble-disqualification with Bob Bradley Jr., Lover 
Boy, & Tornado Negro ll ... Panjco, Super Boy, 
& Capitan Oro beat Piloto Suicida, Mercurio, & 
Jalisco ,., Los Brazos beat Mocho Cota, Bestia 
Salvajo, & Emilio Charles Jr. ... Ultimo 
Dragon, Vampiro Canadiense, & Rayo de 
Jalisco Jr. beat Black Magic, Mano Negra, & 
Negro Casas. 
(05-28-94) 

—Mike Lano 


CONNECTICUT 

WEST HARTFORD—NWF Championship 
Professional Wrestling at Veterans Memorial 
Skating Rink: U.S.A. Express defeated The 
Masked Executioners (competing without 


masks) ... Jules Strongbow beat The Bounty 
Hunter ... Wendi Richter defeated The Angel of 
Death ... Ivan Koloff beat Skull Von Crush 


(substituting for Nikolai Volkoff) in a Russian 


chain match ... The Honky Tonk Man pinned 
Tony Atlas ... Skull Von Crush won a battle 
royal. 
(06-11-94) 

—Dan Reilly 
DELAWARE 


DELAWARE CITY—WWA at the Gunning 
Bedford Middle School; “Surfer” Ray Odyssey 
beat Axi Rotten ... A.C. Connor defeated 
Ramblin’ Rich ,.. Father Ed beat Gus the 
Greek ... The Spiders defeated The Super 
Jocks (managed by Eddie Reality) 
... Heavyweight champ Frank Finnegan (man- 
aged by Bulldog Brower) beat King Kong 
Bundy. 
(06-10-94) 

—Timothy A. Walker 
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FLORIDA 

TAMPA—IPWA benefit card at The Sportatorium: 
The Heartbreaker defeated A.J. Andrews by 
reverse decision ... Odessa Slim beat 
“Beautiful” Billy Mack ... In a special boxer vs. 
wrestler bout, Al Petrone defeated The Zebra 
Kid ... Chubby Mo Cool beat “Bad Boy” Jeff 
Bradley ... Frankie Rose & Freight Train 
Freddy defeated tag team champions The Hit 
Men—Classy Chris & Dirty Dennis—by disqual- 
ification ... Florida champion “Lightning” Lou 
Perez beat Big Till ... “Big V” Vern Henderson 
and The Cuban Assassin wrestled to a no-con- 
test; as as result, the heavyweight title was held 


up. 
(06-14-94) 
—Shannon Rose 


TAMPA—Florida Wrestling Alliance TV taping at 
Crossovers: Dennis the Menace defated Dr. G 
... The Garbage Man defeated Louis Morales ... 
Max The Eliminator and “Beautiful” Billy Mack 
battled to a double-disqualification ... Heavy- 
weight champion “Bad Boy” Jeff Bradley 
defeated Dr. Buck Quartermain ... Light heavy- 
weight champion Mr. Electricity beat Bill Pain ... 
Haystacks Calhoun Jr. defeated “Playboy” Jeff 
James by disqualification ... Dynomite Express 
beat The Southern Posse by disqualification. 

(06-13-94) 


PLANT CiTY—Plant City Wrestling Federation at 
the Auction: The Hitman defeated The 
Heartbreaker ... Jerry “Lightning Foot” Flynn 
beat Haystacks Calhoun Jr. ... Rockin’ Randy 
Fuller beat The Red Devil ... Odessa Slim 
(managed by The Candy Man and The 
Illustrious One) beat Max the Eliminator ... 
Heavyweight champion Luscious Luke beat 
Outlaw Cody Wade after Bill Garrett interfered 
... The Southern Posse (managed by Sir 
Ronald J. Niemi IV) defeated The Ayala 
Brothers ... “Nasty” Ned Brady defeated Bill 
Pain. Because of a match stipulation, Pain's man- 
ager, Sir Ronald J. Niemi IV, is now banned 
from the PCWF. Had Brady lost, he would have 
had to leave the federation. 
(06-02-94) 

—Shannon Rose 


GEORGIA 
FORT OGLETHORPE—THi-Star Wrestling at the 
Battlefield Flea Mall: Jimmy Hodge defeated 
Jamie Strong ... Frank E. Lee pinned Joel 
Travis ... Sam Colt beat Mr. Vain ... The Jet Set 
defeated Kenny Arden & Roger Sartain when 
Jet Set | pinned Sartain ... Richie Dye beat 
Larry Santana. 
(06-10-94) 

—Bill Needham 


GAINESVILLE—WCW TV taping at Georgia 


—Shannon Rose | 


The results in “Arena Reports” ure culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PWI Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 

would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of correspon- 
dents, write to: “Arena Report” c/o Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, Box 956, Ft. 
Washington, PA 19034, 


Mountains Center: U.S. champion Steve Austin 
defeated Erik Watts ... TV champion Larry 
Zbyszko battled Paul LeVeque to a double- 
countout ... The Guardian Angel beat Tex 
Slazenger ... Harlem Heat defeated Terry 
Taylor & Brian Armstrong ... TV champion 
Larry Zbyszko battled Lord Steven Regal to a 
no-contest ... Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma beat 
Buddy Wayne & Todd Morton ... Kevin 
Sullivan & Cactus Jack defeated Harlem Heat 

The Nasty Boys beat Tex Slazenger & 
Shanghai Pierce ... Dustin Rhodes defeated 
Bunkhouse Buck by disqualification. 


(06-02-94) 
—Joseph Davis 


ATLANTA—WCW TV taping at Center Stage 
Theater: The Guardian Angel pinned Tony 
Vincent ... Paul Roma & Paul Orndorff beat 
Barry Houston & Todd Morton when Roma 
pinned Houston after an Orndorff piledriver ... 
Rick Steamboat pinned Buddy Wayne ... 
Dustin Rhodes & Arn Anderson beat Harlem 
Heat when Anderson pinned Kole after a DDT .. 
The Guardian Angel beat Butch Long ... Frank 
Anderson beat Ron Oates after a German 
suplex ... Brian Pillman pinned Hyeto ... U.S. 
champion Steve Austin pinned T.A. McCoy .. 
Johnny B. Badd beat Chic Donovan . . Paul 
LeVeque beat Todd Morton ... Johnny B. Badd 
defeated Hyeto ... Harlem Heat beat Brian 
Armstrong & Barry Houston when Kole pinned 
Houston ... The Gambler pinned Mike Winner ... 
Bryant Anderson beat Buddy Wayne by sub- 
mission to an armbar ... World tag team champi- 
ons Cactus Jack & Kevin Sullivan beat The 
Nasty Boys. 
(05-25-94) 

—Bret Bogni 


KENTUCKY 

HYDEN—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the 
Richard M. Nixon Center: The Thrillseekers 
defeated Well Dunn ... Tony Anthony beat 
Kendo the Samurai ... Tracey Smothers 
defeated Bruiser Bedlam by disqualification ... 


Rick Morton beat Chris Candido ... ‘The 
Thrillseekers won a battle royal. : 
(06-02-94) 

—Millicent Gillingham 
MARYLAND 


BALTIMORE—WWF King of the Ring pay-per- 
view at the Baltimore Arena: King of the Ring 
quarterfinals: Razor Ramon pinned Bam Bam 
Bigelow at 8:11 ... Irwin R. Schyster pinned 
Mabel at 5:36 ... Owen Hart pinned Tatanka at 
8:19 after a failed sunset flip by Tatanka ... The 
Kid pinned Jeff Jarrett at 4:38 ... King of the 
Ring semifinals: Ramon pinned Schyster at 5:03 
following a “Razor’s Edge” ... Hart beat Kid by 
submission at 3:38 ... King of the Ring final: 
Hart pinned Ramon at 6:30 with help from Jim 


Neidhart ... In non-tournament bouts: In a match 
not aired on the pay-per-view broadcast, Sparky 
Plugg pinned Kwang the Ninja ... Inter- 
continental champion Diesel defeated World 
champion Bret Hart by disqualification at 22:52 
after Jim Neidhart interfered on behalf of Hart ... 
World tag team champions The Headshrinkers 
defeated Yokozuna & Crush when Fatu pinned 
Crush at 9:34 ... Roddy Piper pinned Jerry 
Lawler at 12:19. 
(06-19-94) 

—Charles Gary 


MICHIGAN 
TAYLOR—Midwest Territorial Wrestling at the 
Sheridan Community Center: Sean Casey 
defeated Randy Rogers ... In midget action, 
Taylor Little League director Ron Thiede defeat- 
ed Punisher Pete by disqualification ... 
Quarterfinals of a tournament to determine the 
first MTW champion: Brusier Bedlam beat 
Denny Kass ... Bobo Brazil Jr. beat Johnny 
Paradise ... Al Snow defeated Scott the Rock 
... Sabu pinned Andy Fish .., Semifinals: Snow 
defeated Sabu by countout; as both were fighting 
outside the ring, Sabu’s manager for the night, 
Gideon Wainwright, tried to smash Snow with a 
chair, but hit Sabu instead, allowing Snow to get 
back into the ring in time to beat the count ... 
Bedlam beat Brazil Jr. ... Final: Snow beat 
Bedlam to become champion ... MTW tag team 
champions Chris Carter & Mohammad Saad 
beat The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. 
(05-27-94) 

—Gary Woronchak 


NEW JERSEY 
CLEMENTON—WWA at the Route 30 Mall: 
Vinnie Voombas beat A.C. Connor by disqualifi- 
cation ... Mad Mime defeated Ramblin’ Rich ... 
Ray Odyssey beat A.C. Connor ... Jennifer 
Mull defeated Nasty Angel by disqualification ... 
Greek Connection beat The Super Jocks ... 
Heavyweight champ Frank Finnegan defeated 
Abbudah Singh by disqualification. 
(06-04-94) 

—Timothy A, Walker 


NEW YORK 

NIAGARA FALLS—WWF “WrestleMania 
Revenge Tour" at the Convention Center: Jeff 
Jarrett defeated Doink the Clown -.. The Kid 
beat Kwang the Ninja ... World Women's cham- 
pion Alundra Blayze defeated Luna Vachon ... 
Yokozuna beat Typhoon ... Lex Luger defeated 
eee ... World champion Bret Hart beat’ Owen 

art. 


(06-11-94) 

—Grant Kelly 
NORTH CAROLINA 
PFAFFTOWNE—American Independent 


Wrestling Federation at the West Central 
Community Center: Daniel Lee won a “Russian 
roulette” tag team elimination match in which all 
the participants in the bout were permitted to tag 
out to any of the other. wrestlers involved (Chris 
Windham, Brian Danzig, and Major Havoc were 
the other three participants) ... Indian Outlaw 
and King Cobra wrestled to a draw in a best-of- 
three-falls match; Outlaw won the first fall, Cobra 
the second, and both men were counted out in 
the third ... The Intimidator & Power Force 
defeated The Tennessee Violence Authority ... 
Jumpin’ Jimmy defeated lightweight champion 
Jammer to win the title ... Boston Terrier defeat- 
ed Chuck the Kosher Killer by disqualification 
... Heavyweight champion Sebastian Kane 
defeated The Black Knight. 
(06-18-94) 

—Dean Puckett 


SELMA—Carolina Championship Wrestling 
Alliance at the Harrison School: Dan Cooley 


pinned The Texas Outlaw ... Maj. DeBeers 
defeated The Viper ... The Iron Chief beat The 
Circuit Breaker ... Mike Justice pinned TV 
champion Poison Ivy to win the title ... Susan 
Green defeated Judy Martin by reverse decision 
... Tag team champions Pat & C.W. Anderson 
battled The Hard Riders to a double-disqualifica- 
tion ... Jimmy Valiant defeated Quicksilver 
(managed by Coach Billy Dean) by disqualifica- 
tion ... Heavyweight champion Big Slam beat 
Wahoo McDaniel. 
(06-04-94) 

—Henry Dean 


OHIO 
COLUMBUS—American Wrestling Federation at 
East Rock Cafe (benefit for a child with leukemia): 
The Rock 'n’ Roll Cowboy pinned “Gentleman” 
James Diamond after a bulldog headlock ... 
“Wild” Bull Miller defeated The Texas Ranger 
by submission to a cranial crush ... Light heavy- 
weight champion The Dark Rider battled Biff 
Beverly to a double-countout in a non-title match. 
Both battled into the parking lot and into a trash 
dumpster. 
(06-11-94) 

—dJeff Gorman 


RUTLAND—World League Wrestling at the 
Community Center: J.W. Idol beat Keith Rogers 
... Moose defeated The Russian Assassin ... 
Rock Parsons beat The Mauler ... Super Mario 
defeated Rick Firestone ... Tag team champions 
Rock Parsons & J.W. Idol beat Super Mario & 
Moose. 
(06-09-94) 

—Michael Parsons 


LIMA—Global Wrestling Alliance al Body 
Slammers Gym: Sean Casey pinned Kodiak ... 
Scott Demoore pinned Pete the Pirate ... Ray 
Roberts pinned Shinobi ... Rick Austin pinned 
Mark Wright ... Dan Severn won by submission 
over Kodiak ... Steve Nixon pinned Ray 
Roberts ... Sean Casey beat Randy Rogers ... 
Sabu beat Al Snow. 
(05-28-94) 

—Chuck Allen 


STRUTHERS—WWF Monday Night Raw at the 
Field House: Tatanka beat Irwin R. Schyster in 
a lumberjack match ... The Kid beat George 
South ... The Smokin’ Gunns defeated Austin 
Steele & Reno Riggins ... Jeff Jarrett beat 


Chris Hamrick ... Bam Bam Bigelow defeated - 


John Paul ... Razor Ramon beat Keith Davis ... 
Yokozuna defeated Mabel ... Owen Hart beat 
Doink the Clown ... Duke “The Dumpster” 
Droese beat Barry Horowitz ... Irwin R. 
Schyster defeated The Italian Stallion ... 
Nikolai Volkoff beat Matt Hardy, 
(05-23-94) 

—Brock Chandler 


OKLAHOMA 
IDABEL—Power Zone Wresiling Alliance at the 
National Guard Armory; Casey Cannon pinned 
The Shadow ... Tom Jones pinned Chains after 
a backslide ... Steve Cox pinned “Beach Boy” 
Shawn Summers after a Russian leg sweep ... 
“Hacksaw” Butch Reed defeated Rod Price by 
disqualification in a lumberjack match, keeping 
the Global Wrestling Federation heavyweight title 
held up. 
(06-04-94) 

—Clark C. Peterson 


OREGON 

PORTLAND—Oregon Pro Wrestling Federation 
at the Mount Scott Community Center: Bruiser 
Brian beat Buddy Wayne by disqualification 
when Moondog Moretti interfered ... Riotmaker 
beat Brian Brown after a powerslam ... The 
Bodyguard battled John Rambo to a time-limit 


draw ... Oregon heavyweight champion 
Moondog Moretti battled to a double-countout 
with Bruiser Brian ... Mike Miller & Lou 
Andrews beat Buddy Wayne & Buddy Rose to 
win the tag team belts. 
(06-04-94) 

—Kenn Jones 


PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA—WWF “WrestleMania Revenge 
Tour’ at the Spectrum; The Kid pinned Kwang 
the Ninja ... World Women’s champion Alundra 
Blayze pinned Luna Vachon ... Jeff Jarrett 
pinned Doink ,.. Lex Luger pinned Crush .., 
Howard Finkel defeated Harvey Wippleman ina 
tuxedo match ... Irwin R. Schyster defeated 
Tatanka by disqualification ... Yokozuna pinned 
Typhoon ... World champion Bret Hart pinned 
Owen Hart. 
(06-18-94) 

—Jack Minton 


MONTGOMERYVILLE—Eastern Championship 
Wrestling at the Farmers’ Market: Mr. Hughes 
beat Chad Austin ... J.T. Smith beat Hack 
Myers ... Tag team champions The Public 
Enemy battled Axl & lan Rotten to a no-contest 
... 911 beat Tommy Cairo ... TV champion 
Mikey Whipwreck beat Pit Bull Psycho Mike by 
disqualification ... Tasmaniac defeated The 
Rockin’ Rebel ... Tommy Dreamer beat The 
Sandman ... Sabu beat 2 Cold Scorpio. 
(06-17-94) 

—Jason DiCampli 


DOWNINGTOWN—WWWA at the Farmers’ 
Market: In a tournament to determine a future 
light heavyweight champion, Mad Russian. beat 
Devon Storm ... Bobby Piper defeated Glenn 
Osbourne ... Ace Darling beat Mr. Motion ... 
Harley Lewis defeated Venom ... Super Nova 
beat Juggernaut ... Rick Ratchet defeated 
Johnny Handsome ... Intercontinental champion 
Jack Hammer defeated Overlord ... Tony 
Stetson fought Johnny Hotbody to a double-dis- 


qualification ... Tag team champions The 
Diamond Express beat Soul Train. 
(06-11-94) 


—Dan Haney 


BUTLER—United States Wrestling League at the 
High School; Lord Zoltan pinned Kid Collins 
when Zoltan's manager, Dr. Sam Siegel, held 
down Collins’ feet .,. Preston Steele defeated 
Johnny Paradise ... T.C. Reynolds beat 
Psycho Mike ... Shane Douglas defeated 
Demolition Ax by disqualification to win the 
vacant heavyweight title; Ax was disqualified for 
pushing the referee ... Doink the Clown pinned 
Big Bully Busick. 
(06-04-94) 

—Jeff Gorman 


LANCASTER—American Commonwealth 
Wrestling at the Outdoor World Resort: J.R. Willit 
beat Billy Bratt ... Johnny Graham pinned Lord 
Zoltan to win the ACW Keystone State light 
heavyweight title ... In the first of a series of three 
matches between the two stars, heavyweight 
champion T, Rantula pinned Glenn Osbourne ... 
The Goodfellas beat Ramblin’ Rich & Morgus 
the Maniac ... In the second heavyweight title 
match, Osbourne beat Rantula in a no-disqualifi- 
cation match ... Johnny Gunn pinned Max 
Thrasher .., In the final match for the heavy- 
weight title, Rantula beat Osbourne in a falls- 
count-anywhere match. 
(05-29-94) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

INMAN—Pro Wrestling Federation at the Armory: 
Italian Stallion & Troy Conyers defeated Terry 
Austin & Austin Steele ... Junior heavyweight 
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champion Brian Williams & George South wres- 
tled to a 20-minute time-limit draw ... Terry 
Austin defeated Troy Conyers ... Russian 
Assassin I! defeated High Voltage ... 
Intercontinental champion Cruel Connection II 
defeated Black Scorpion. 
(06-11-94) 

—Brock Chandler 


TENNESSEE 
LENOIR CiTY—Southern Wrestling Association 
at the Memorial Building: Jeff Gann defeated 
Flying Ramsey ... The Destroyer & The Green 
Hornet beat Big John & The American Eagle ... 
Franky Davis defeated The Loonatic ... Bobby 
B beat Mike Powers ... Dennis “The Tank” 
Coats & Deke Rivers battled Akron Al Hussain 
& Rick Conners to a double-disqualification. 
(06-19-94) 

—Bill Needham 


NASHVILLE—USWA at the Fairgrounds Sports 
Arena: Danny Davis beat Tony Falk ... Anthony 
Michaels beat The Hornet ... Women’s champi- 
on Debbie Combs beat Lady Satan ... The 
Spellbinder and Jeff Gaylord battled to a dou- 
ble-countout ... PG-13 defeated The Eliminators 
... Brian Christopher beat Doug Gilbert in a 
chain match. 
(06-18-94) 

—Roger Major 


KNOXVILLE—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the 
Civic Coliseum: The Thrillseekers beat Steven 
Dunn & Mark Kyle when Storm pinned Dunn ... 
Bruiser Bedlam beat Tracey Smothers in a coal 
miner's glove match ... In a special piledriver 
bout, The Rock ’n' Roll Express fought Brian 
Lee & Chris Candido to a no-contest ... Tony 
Anthony and Jake Roberts battled to a no-con- 
test. 
(06-17-94) 

—Bill Needham 


GREENEVILLE—ICW at the Rec Center: Bam 
Bam Colson & Dark Angel defeated Kevin 
Reed & Jean Gray in a mixed tag team match 
when Angel pinned Reed ... J.C. Storm beat The 
Assassin ... Damian Kane defeated Brad Smith 
... Lex Reed pinned TV champion Rick Deezel to 
win the title ... Jason Jarrett beat Chris 
Anderson ... Heavyweight champion The 
Iranian Butcher defeated Tommy Idol. 
(06-13-94) 

—Mickey Spencer 


KNOXVILLE—Southeastern Championship 
Wrestling at the River Breeze Flea Market: Jody 
Ray Rivers pinned Eddie Bruiser ... “Mad Dog” 
Stuffy defeated Storm Trooper ... Iron Man 
beat Chic White ... Mike Powers defeated Bam 
Bam Christian with the aid of a foreign object ... 
Heavyweight champion Steve Flynn beat 
Mongolian Stomper by disqualification ... Keith 
Hart & Johnny “The Working Man” Raynor 
defeated U.S, tag team champions Chris Powers 
& Deke Rivers in a non-title match. 
(06-11-94) 

—Bill Needham 


MARYVILLE—AII State Wrestling at the 
Rhinestone (formerly the Junction); Black 
Shadow & The Shogun defeated Russell 
Thompson & Junior Wright when Wright turned 
and enabled Shogun to pin Thompson ... Bill 
Marshall pinned Wayne Spain ... Bobby B & 
Russell Thompson beat Charlie Long & Junior 
Wright when Bobby pinned Long ... Heavyweight 
champion Tony Prichard pinned Roadhouse 
Red ... SWA tag team champions Rick Conners 
& Lone Star wrestled Billy Marshall & Lynn 
Montana to a no-contest ... Charlie Long won a 
12-man over-the-top battle royal. 

(06-09-94) 
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—Bill Needham 
MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
Super Mario beat Frank Parker ... King Cobra 
beat Reggie B. Fine ... Bad Breed beat The 
Spellbinder & The Colorado Kid when lan 
Rotten pinned Kid ... Spike Huber defeated Bull 
Pain ... Tag team champions The Eliminators 
beat The Spiders ... Eddie Gilbert defeated 
Jimmy Valiant ... In a “Singapore caning” match, 
where the cane was on top of a pole, Doug 
Gilbert beat Brian Christopher when referee 
T.D,. Steele was accidentally knocked out and 
The Eliminators attacked Brian. Brian didn’t 
receive any beating with the cane, as he chased 
off his attackers ... WWF World tag team champi- 
ons The Headshrinkers beat Eddie Gilbert & 
Troy Graham by disqualification when Gilbert 
used the title belt to beat The Headshrinkers ... 
Brian Christopher won a 21 man-battle royal, 
last eliminating Bull Pain. 
(05-23-94) 

—Mark Mitchell 


TEXAS 
DALLAS—Globa! Wrestling Federation at the 
Sportatorium: Devon Michaels beat Iceman 
Parsons by disqualification ... Diamond Donna 
defeated Mad Madeline ... Moadib defeated Bo 
Vegas ... “Maniac” Mike Davis defeated The 
Ebony Prince ... Scott Putski defeated Alex 
Porteau ... In his pro debut, GWF wrestling 
school graduate Bobby Chase defeated The 
Intruder ... Chris Adams defeated “Golden 
Boy” Nick Golden ... The Blackbirds defeated 
Devon Michaels & Action Jackson ... “Wild” 
Bill Irwin and Terry Gordy battled to a double- 
disqualification. 
(06-17-94) 

—David Hightower 


VIRGINIA 
RICHMOND—WWF “WrestleMania Revenge 
Tour” at the Coliseum: The Smokin’ Gunns beat 
The Executioners ,.. Nikolai Volkoff beat 
Sparky Plugg ... Duke “The Dumpster” Droese 
defeated Adam Bomb ... World tag team cham- 
pions The Headshrinkers defeated The 
Quebecers when Samu pinned Pierre ... Mabel 
beat Lanny Poffo ... Razor Ramon defeated 
The Barbarian. 
(06-11-94) 

—Michael Cheslock 


JAMESTOWN—Continental Wrestling Alliance at 
the 4-H Center: Psycotron pinned Blue Angel ... 
Tag team champions Pat & C.W. Anderson 
defeated James Ivey & Jimmy Cicero ... Billy 
Maddox battled Roger Anderson to a double- 
countout ... U.S. champion Ray Storm beat R.C. 
Lovin ... The Combat Commandos beat The 
Lethal Weapons ... Napalm won the 16-man 
“battle zone” battle royal. 
(05-28-94) 

—Joyce Miller 


WEST VIRGINIA 
PARKERSBURG—World League Wrestling at 
the Parkersburg Community Center (matinee): 
Super Mario beat The Punisher ... Richard 
Arpin defeated Buddha ... Scotty McKeever 
beat Mad Dog Lynch ... Rock Parsons defeated 
The Invader .., Boo Boo Henderson beat The 
Shadow ... In a six-man bout, The Juicer, 
Henderson, & Arpin beat Parsons, J.W. Idol, & 
Buddha ... Tag team champions Parsons & Idol 
beat Henderson & Moose ... Henderson won a 
12-man battle royal. 
(06-19-94) 

—Michael Parsons 


SPENCER—ICW at the High School: The 
Untouchable beat Kevin Reed by disqualifica- 
tion ... Brent Maverick defeated The Bounty 
Hunter ... Agent Steele beat J.C. Storm ., Dark 


Angel defeated Amber Parsons ... The 
Heartbreakers defeated The Blade Runners ... 
Heavyweight champion The Iranian Butcher and 
Jason Jarrett wrestled to a double-disqualifica- 
tion. 
(06-15-94) 

—Mickey Spencer 


BECKLEY—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the 
Raleigh County Armory: The Thrillseekers beat 
Steven Dunn & Brian Logan ... Tony Anthony 
defeated Kendo the Samurai ... Tracey 
Smothers beat Killer Kyle & Jim Cornette in a 
piledriver match ... Tag team champions Brian 
Lee & Chris Candido wrestled The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express to a no-contest. 
(06-12-94) 

—Millicent Gillingham 


BEAVER—“All-Star Fight Night" at the Fire 
Station: Kid Collins defeated Gate Keeper by 
disqualification when Keeper choked Collins with 
a chain ... “Playboy” Buddy Rose beat 
“Rugged” Ryan Scott by disqualification when 
K.J. Presley interfered. 
(06-11-94) 

—dJeff Gorman 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—River City Wrestling at 
Park West Community Club: The Executioner 
beat Bud E. Bundy ... Robbie Royce defeated 
The Tasmanian by reverse decision ... Dave 
Levinsky beat Dark Jason ... “Stunning” Steve 
Striker beat Dean Ducharme ... Sluggo Smith 
& Caveman Broda beat Dr. Doom & Sgt. Tom 
Steele. 
(06-17-94) 

—Vern May 


CLOVERDALE, BRITISH COLUMBIA—West 
Coast Championship Wrestling at the Cloverdale 
Fairgrounds: The Trashman beat “Dancin’” 
Dillon Powers ... Rocky Della Serra beat 
“Lightning” Buddy Wayne ... “Gorgeous” 
Michelle Starr beat “Lumberjack” Johnny 
Canuck in a boxing match .., Firefighter Adrian 
beat mid-heavyweight champion Randy Tyler by 
countout ... WGGW champion Doby Gillis battled 
UWA champion “Diamond” Timothy Flowers to 
a double-disqualification. 
(06-11-94) 

—Adam T. Dykes 


PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MANITOBA—West 
Four Wrestling Alliance at Porters: Stan Saxon 
beat Gene Swan ... E.Z. Rider beat Bruiser 
Bastion ... Robbie Royce fought to a draw with 
Brian Jewel ... Chi Chi Cruz beat Kerry Brown 
... Rick Martel beat The Natural. 
(06-10-94) 

—Vern May 


GERMANY 
KASSEI—WWF at the Gym: The Kid defeated 
Sparky Plugg ... The Bushwhackers beat 
Kwang the Ninja & Adam Bomb ... Tatanka 
defeated Irwin R. Schyster ... Yokozuna beat 
Mabel ... World tag team champions The 
Headshrinkers defeated The Quebecers ... 
World champion Bret Hart beat Owen Hart, 
(06-01-94) 

—Hermann Ludvig 


JAPAN 

TOKYO—New Japan at Budokan Hall: 
Michiyoshi Oaha beat Yuji Nagata ,.. Osamu 
Kido & Tadao Yasuda beat Akitoshi Saito & 
The Great Kabuki when Kido pinned Saito ... 
The Black Tiger & Wild Pegasus beat Dean 


Malenko & Brad Armstrong when Pegasus 
pinned Armstrong ... Tatsutoshi Goto, Kuniaki 
Kobayashi, Shiro Koshinaka, & Kengo Kimura 
defeated Norio Honaga, Hiro Saito, Shinichi 
Nakano, & Yoshiaki Yatsu when Kimura pinned 
Saito ... Tatsumi Fujinami & Yoshiaki Fujiwara 
beat Akira Nogami & Takayuki lizuka when 
Fujinami pinned lizuka ... Jushin Liger, 
Tokimitsu Ishizawa, Shinjiro Ohtani, & El 
Samurai beat The Great Sasuke, Taka 
Michinoku, Shiryu, & Sato when Liger pinned 
Shiryu ... The Great Muta & Masa Chono beat 
Scott Norton & Mike Enos when Muta pinned 
Enos ... Rick & Scott Steiner defeated Hiroshi 
Hase & Power Warrior when Scott pinned 
Warrior ... IWGP champion Shinya Hashimoto 
beat Riki Choshu. 
(06-15-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


SHIOJIRI—LLPW at the Gym: Jen Yukari 
defeated Carol Midori ... Yasha Kurenai & 
Michiko Nagashima beat Mikiko Futagami & 
Michioko Ohmukai when Nagashima pinned 
Ohmukai ... Miki Handa defeated Mitzuki Endo 
... Noriyo Tateno beat Otaku Hozumi ... Eagle 
Sawai & Harley Saito defeated Shinobu 
Kandori & Rumi Kazama when Sawai pinned 
Kazama. 
(06-03-94) 

—Hhikari Inoue 


TOKYO—All-Japan Pro Wrestling at Budokan 
Hall: Tsuyoshi Kikuchi defeated Masao Inoue 
.». Tommy Rogers & Bobby Fulton beat 
Kentari Shiga & Yoshinari Ogawa when Rogers 
pinned Shiga ... Abdullah the Butcher & 
Kamala Il defeated The Heavenly Bodies when 
Abdullah pinned Jim Del Ray ... Giant Baba, 
Rusher Kimura, & Mitsuo Momota beat Mighty 
Inoue, Haruka Eigen, & Masa Fuchi when 
Momota pinned Fuchi ... Kenta Kobashi & Jun 
Akiyama defeated Tamon Honda & Akira Taue 
when Kobashi pinned Honda ... Steve Williams 
& Johnny Ace beat Stan Hansen & Takao 
Omori when Ace pinned Omori ... Mitsuharu 
Misawa defeated Toshiaki Kawada to retain his 
Triple Crown trio of titles. 
(06-03-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


TOKYO—All-Japan Women “Japan Grand Prix 
94” at Korakuen Hall: Takako Inoue defeated 
Suzuka Minami ... Yumiko Hotta beat Toshiyo 
Yamada ... Sakie Hasegawa defeated Manami 
Toyota ... Bull Nakano, Kyoko Inoue, & 
Tomoko Watanabe beat Aja Kong, Kaoru Ito, & 
Ric Tamada when Inoue pinned Ito ... JWP tag 
team champions Etsuko Mita & Mima Shimoda 
defeated Hikari Fukouka & Candy Okutsu when 
Mita pinned Okutsu. 
(06-03-94) 

—Masanori Sukawa 


MATSUMOTO—WAR at the Gym: Mitsuki Endo 
beat Michiko Nagashima ... Rumi Kazama & 
Noriyo Tateno defeated Carol Midori & Miki 
Handa when Tateno pinned Handa ... Ultimo 
Dragon beat Yuji Yasuraoka ... Canadian 
Vampire defeated The Cuban Assassin (substi- 
tuting for King Haku) ... Takashi Ishikawa & 
Koki Kitahara beat Gedo & Jado when Ishikawa 
pinned Gedo ... Hiromichi Fuyuki defeated 
Yamato ... Dos Caras beat Nobukazu Hirai ... 
Yaiba, Arashi, & Ashura Hara defeated 
Genichiro Tenryu, Animal Hamaguchi, & Koji 
Ishinriki. 
(06-01-94) 

—Hikari Inoue 


TOKYO—IWA at Korakuen Hall: Johnny Gomez 
beat Hiroshi Ono ... Miguel Perez Jr. & Winger 
beat Crash The Terminator & Oriental ... Dick 
Murdoch beat Masayoshi Motegi ... Yukihiro 


Kanemura beat Shoji Nakamaki ... Silver King 
beat El Texano ... The Headhunters beat 
Misterioso & Nobutaka Araya. 
(05-23-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


MEXICO 
MEXICO CITY—EMLL at the Arena Mexico: 
Ringo Mendoza, La Fiera, & Dandy defeated 
Dr. Wagner Jr., Gran Markus Jr., & El Hijo del 
Gladiator ... Canadian Vampire, Ultimo 
Dragon, & Atlantis beat Samson Duyuki, 
Emilio Charles Jr., & Pierroth Jr. ... Javier 
Cruz defeated Ciclon Ramirez in a hair vs. hair 
match. 
(06-10-94) 

—Fernando Higuera 


TISUANA—AAA “Triplemania II" at El Toreo: 
Super Amigo, El Puma, & Despredator beat My 
Flowers, Rudy Reyna, & Pimpinela Escarlata 
... Espanto Jr., Magnate, & Rambo beat Solar, 
Winners, & Super Calo ... Rey Misterio, Rey 
Misterio Jr., & Torero beat Fuerza Guerrera, 
Pirata Morgan, & Fishman ... Volador, 
Tinieblas Jr., & Lizmark Jr. beat Love Machine, 
Miguel Perez Jr., & Misterioso by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Blue Panther won the Mexican mid- 
dleweight title by forfeit wnen champion Octagon 
handed the belt to him due to his inablility to com- 
pete because of an automobile accident that seri- 
ously injured several fingers ... Lizmark, 
Mascara Sagrada, EI Hijo Del Santo, & Perro 
Aguayo beat E! Satanico, La Parka, Psicosis, 
& Black Cat ... In a cage match, Cien Caras, 
Mascara Ano 2000 & Universo 2000 beat Los 
Aayasos ... In a hair vs. hair match, Konnan 
beat Jake Roberts in two straight falls. 
(05-27-94) 

—Mike Lano 


SWITZERLAND 
BASEL—WWF at St. Jacob Stadium: The 
Bushwhackers beat Adam Bomb & Kwang the 
Ninja when Luke pinned Kwang ... Sparky 
Plugg pinned The Kid ... Tatanka beat Irwin R. 
Schyster ... Yokozuna pinned Mabel after a 
belly-to-belly suplex ... World tag team champi- 
ons The Headshrinkers beat The Quebecers 
when Samu pinned Pierre ... World champion 
Bret Hart beat Owen Hart. 
(05-27-94) 

—Cedric Dubuis 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 


MAY 


CALIFORNIA 
SAN JOSE—At the Civic Auditorium: Tio Taylor 
defeated Beauregarde after a “Samoan surf- 
board” ... Manuel Cruz beat Rocky Montero 
after a spinning leglock ... Pepper Gomez & 
Rocky Johnson defeated John Sullivan & Luke 
Graham when Johnson pinned Sullivan ... U.S. 
champion Pat Patterson beat Paul DeMarco ina 
best-of-three-falls match. 
(10-11-72) 

—Wade Davids 


PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA—WWF at the Philadelphia 
Arena: Sammy Rubin beat Tony Altimore ... 
Pete Sanchez defeated Guillotine Gordon by 
disqualification ... Hans “The Great” Mortier 
beat Smasher Sloan ... Edouard Carpentier & 
Dominic DeNucci defeated Luke Graham & 
Bull Ortega in two straight falls ... Spiros Arion 
and Gorilla Monsoon battled to a draw ... World 
champion Bruno Sammartino pinned Prof. Toru 
Tanaka, although the referee did not notice that 
Tanaka's feet were on the ropes. 
(10-28-67) 

—Julius McKinney 
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Michaels says it’s highly unlikely he’ll 
go after a third Intercontinental belt. 
He’s thinking of pursuing the WWF 
World title now held by Bret Hart, a rival 
he’s wrestled before. 


big as they come. But when you’re 
better than everybody else, you 
don’t need to be big. But Diesel has 
the opportunity to be bigger than 
everybody else and have the,/knowl- 
edge that Shawn Michaels has in his 
head, given to him by me if I 
choose to do so. He’s at a point in 
his life and his career where he can 
definitely be a force in professional 
wrestling and in the World 
Wrestling Federation. But, let’s 
face it, he’s got to have me to get 
there. 

APTER: Well, then, do you plan to 
challenge him for the Intercontinental 
belt? 

MICHAELS: No, my interest is 
no longer in the Intercontinental 
championship. My interests now 
are my “Heartbreak Hotel,” which, 
of course, has sent the ratings for 
the WWF through the roof. 

APTER: | understand that, but why 
not the belt? 

MICHAELS: Well, there are 
other aspects of wrestling that 
Shawn Michaels wants to know. | 
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(Continued from page 23) 


mean, if you are going to 
completely dominate this 
sport, there’s more to 
wrestling than what is going 
on in the ring. Let’s face it, I 
am a ring general. There 
isn’t anybody in the world of 
wrestling that can teach me 
something | don’t already 
know. | am the greatest 
wrestler around. There’s 
f other aspects that | want to 
learn and, not that the Inter- 


now that when they see Shawn 
Michaels’ name on the marquee, 
they know they’re going to see an 
athlete who goes out and gives 100 
percent of himself, and make his 
opponent give 100 percent of him- 
self, thus giving the fans the great- 
est wrestling match they can ever 
see, And I’ve done that. But now, | 
want to take a rest, take a vacation, 
and | want to learn other aspects of 
the business, because it is a busi- 
ness and | am a businessman. | am 


Michaels admits there was tension for a time between him and Diesel, but adds that’s 
all over now. He calls the towering Intercontinental champion and former bodyguard 
“a legitimate superstar.” 


continental championship isn’t 
important, but I’ve been there 
twice. Maybe it is time for the high- 
est goal that an athlete can achieve 
in our business, that being the 
WWE World title. 

APTER: Now, haven’t you backed off 
a little bit? You have this “Heartbreak 
Hotel” segment, and you haven’t been 
wrestling regularly. Why? 

MICHAELS: Because | want a 
vacation. | put my heart and soul 
into this business. I’ve given it 
everything, and the people know 


an athlete first and foremost, but 
like I said, this is a complex busi- 
ness and it behooves you to know 
more than just the wrestling. And 
the “Heartbreak Kid” wants to 
dominate this sport inside and out, 
so I’m learning every aspect there 
is. 

APTER: What would be your ring 
strategy against Bret Hart? 

MICHAELS: Well, I really don’t 
have ring strategy against anybody. 
I’ve wrestled every superstar in the 
World Wrestling Federation. I’ve 


Of former tag team partner and rival Marty Jannetty, Michaels says, “Marty was satis- 
fied with his career and | wasn’t. I'm a little hungrier and a little more possessive.” 


been there. | know their strengths 
and weaknesses. 

APTER: So why haven't you been 
WWE World champion? 

MICHAELS: Well, let’s face it, 
I’ve been given one shot at the belt, 
and that was a couple of years ago 
at the Survivor Series when | first 
won the Intercontinental title. 
Championship matches were new 
to me at the time, but since that 
time, | was never given a WWF 
championship match. And, frankly, 
most people don’t want to see a 
guy like me representing their 
company. Why? Because | go 
against the rules, But eventually, 
when I do come back and wrestle, 
they are going to have to acknowl- 
edge the fact that | am a number- 
one contender. I’m a contender for 
every belt in the world, and eventu- 
ally they’re going to have to give 
me that chance. 

APTER: Tell me, was the “Heart- 
break Hotel” segment your idea? 

MICHAELS: Yes, it was. Every- 
thing from my singles career up 
until now has been my idea. 
Everything | do are my own pro- 
jects and are things that | feel | 
want to do. I’m very in control of 
my career. This isn’t a day of sitting 
back and asking “What have you 
done for me lately?” | do ... for me. 


I don’t expect anything from any- 
body. But | demand respect. I’ve 
done it. I’ve gone to the show. I’ve 
filled up Madison Square Garden 
and had them on their feet. I’ve 
been in Tokyo, Japan, and had 
them on their feet. I’ve been in 
Wembley Stadium and had them 
on their feet. And now, the 
wrestling world has to get used to 
the fact that a man of 28 that 
knows he is the greatest is going to 
run this profession whether any- 
body likes it or not. 


APTER: You have been compared to 
the legendary Ric Flair. Does this flatter 
you or... 

MICHAELS: Sure it flatters me. 
Ric Flair is one of the greatest of 
all-time. It flatters me to be com- 
pared to anybody of the past. But 
the fact of the matter is, as time 
goes on, things improve. Larry Bird 
was great, Michael Jordan was bet- 
ter. Ric Flair was great, Shawn 
Michaels is better. 

APTER: Last question. What ever 
happened with Marty Jannetty? Did you 
guys. patch things up or ... 

MICHAELS: No, not really. Not a 
lot of people knew what to think of 
the situation between Marty and 
me. But it’s a simple fact that you 
get two guys who were around 
each other everyday for a long 
time, one has different needs, the 
other doesn’t. Marty was satisfied 
with his career and | wasn’t. ’'m a 
little hungrier and a little more 
possessive, and that’s something 
that’s never going to change. Marty 
was happy being Marty, Shawn isn’t 
happy unless he’s the life of the 
party. 

APTER: And you certainly believe 
you are. Thank you, Shawn. 

MICHAELS: A pleasure for you, 
Bill, ’m sure. O 


“Punched your lights out, didn’t he?” 
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making life equally difficult for Sabu. 
The two high-flyers have clashed 
several times already, in both ECW 
and other independents. Sabu cap- 
tured their first few meetings. 

The way things are going, Smoky 
Mountain might soon be able to 
stake a claim to being the wildest 
independent federation. Commis- 
sioner Bob Armstrong ordered a 
series of piledriver matches between 
SMW tag champs Brian Lee and 
Chris Candido and The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express. He hoped those 
matches would finally settle the feud 
between the teams. 

Most of the piledriver matches—in 
which the first team to piledrive both 
opponents wins—have been de- 
clared no-contests because so many 
people interfere. | give Tammy 
Fytch plenty of credit for helping Lee 
and Candido become a great team. 
She thinks it’s great that they argue 
all the time, claiming it “gives them 
an extra competitive edge.” 

Fytch is scheduled to again step 
into the ring. She will team with Lee 
and Candido against the Rock ’n 
Rolls and Bambi. Not a.good idea, 


Smoky Mountain has held a series of piledriver matches between The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express and the team of Brian Lee and Chris Candido. Most of the matches have — 


been no-contests due to wi hake so nothing has been resolved. 


considering her lack of success 
against “Dirty White Girl” Kimberly 
earlier in 1994. 

Tracey Smothers is struggling in 
a different kind of specialty bout, the 
coal miner’s glove match. It used to 
be considered Smothers’ specialty, 
but Tracey is having trouble beating 


“And in this corner...’ 


Bruiser Bedlam. 

| never noticed any animosity be- 
tween Jerry Lawler and Bam Bam 
Bigelow in the WWF, but they were 
mortal enemies in the USWA for a 
few weeks. The “Beast From The 
East” attacked Brian Christopher at 
a USWA TV taping and even got a 
shot at “The King’s” USWA belt. He 
lost by disqualification. 

Wolfie D and J.C. Ice, who call 
themselves PG-13, are the new 
USWA tag team champs. Strange, 
considering both dropped loser- 
leaves-the-USWA matches on the 


same night in March. And when that 


was happening, they hated each 
other! 

Finally, a warning to the PWF’s 
Italian Stallion. He recently ended 
his long feud with George South. 
They teamed to beat Terry Austin 
and Austin Steele, South’s former 
proteges, for the tag team belts. 
South claims to be a trustworthy fan 
favorite, but I’ve known “Gorgeous” 
George for many years. I’m not sure 
I'd trust him in the ring. 

That's all for now. See you at ring- 
side! oO 
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team title in 1993. 

If they had stayed together, I’m sure 
several more WCW World tag team 
titles would’ve been in their future. I 
guess Bagwell made a smart decision 
by joining with The Patriot to form 
Stars ’n’ Stripes, a new tag team. 
Patriot is good, but I still think 2 Cold 
was a much better partner for Marcus. I 
guess WCW’s loss will be ECW’s 
gain. 

CARLA KRATCH 
Sarasota, FL 


KEEP ON ROCKIN’ 

I’m going to tell everyone who the 
greatest tag team of all-time is. It’s a 
team that won four NWA World tag 
team titles—none other than The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express. Everybody says The 
Road Warriors were the best. I don’t 
understand that. Hawk and Animal 
were an excellent team, but they 
haven’t accomplished what the Rock 
’n’ Rolls have. 

In the past two years, Rick Morton 
and Robert Gibson have won the 
Smoky Mountain tag team title numer- 
ous times. They also won the USWA 
tag team belts, had successful tours in 
both WCW and the WWF, and drove 
Stan Lane, Tom Prichard, and Jim Del 
Ray (The Heavenly Bodies) out of 


IBM PC 
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RAMPAGE WRESTLING 
Over 400 professional wrestler’s from the past 
and present ¢ Singles matches, tag team, 3 man 
tag, rumbles - with up to 30 men in the ring at 


once, cage matches, war matches, or create your 
own style of match * Add wrestler’s, rate 
yourself and your friends! 
ORDER TODAY! Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
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With four NWA World tag team titles to its credit, The Rock ’n’ Roll Express is the 
greatest tag team in history, states reader Shannon Steward. 


Smoky Mountain. While The Road 

Warriors are not even together any- 

more, the Rock ’n’ Rolls are dominat- 
ing the 1990s as they did the 1980s. 

SHANNON STEWARD 

Savannah, MO 


& GET “ROWDY” AGAIN 

I just watched the WWF's King of 
the Ring pay-per-view and the most 
memorable moment for me was watch- 
ing Roddy Piper defeat and humiliate 
Jerry “The Jerk” Lawler. How great is 
Piper if he can come back after two 


years away from the ring and beat 
someone as talented as Lawler? 

It’s time Piper started wrestling reg- 
ularly again. The sport needs someone 
with his charisma and skills. He could 
still work in Hollywood on a part-time 
basis. I’m tired of seeing Bret Hart, the 
WWE World champ, wrestle his broth- 
er Owen, Bam Bam Bigelow, and a 
few other rulebreakers. It’s time for 
more matches between the “Rowdy 
Scot” and the “Hitman”! 

DOUG DILLER 
Dayton, OH 0 
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Experience the best in wrestling-right in your own home!— 
with this sensational collection of superstar videos at bargain prices! 
AS 


MADUSA’S CHAMPIONSHIP WORKOUT 

Are you Fii—Feminine, Intelligent, and Tough? If so, Madusa’Miceli’s fitness video is for 
you! Based on the training methods used by professional kickboxers and martial artists, 
this tape provides you with a total-body aerobic workout that can’t be beat! You'll gain 
confidence, improve coordination, tone up hips and thighs, and relieve stress. What are 
you waiting for?! Approx. 65 minutes. $9.95. 


RICK RUDE: RAW! 

The “Ravishing One" is highlighted in this spectacular program, beginning with Rude’s 
return to WCW at Halloween Havoc ‘91 and showcasing such mojor events as his Clash of 
the Champions XVII battle with Sting, his SuperBrawl I! and Beach Blast ‘92 wars with Rick 
Steamboat, his Halloween Havoc ‘92 battle with Masa Chono, and his King of Cable tour- 
nament final versus Sting. Approx. 30 minutes. $12.95. 


STING: DEADLY VENOM (pictured) 

Packed with highlights of the “Stinger’s” greatest moments! See his Great American Bash 
91 chain match with Nikita Koloff, his SuperBrawl Il WCW World fitle victory over Lex 
Luger, his amazing Beach Blast 92 brawl with Cactus Jack, grueling baitles with Big Van 
Vader at SuperBraw! Ill and Starrcade 92, the Halloween Havoc ‘92 pole match with Jake 
Roberts, War Games action, and more! Approx. 30 minutes. $12.95. 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR (pictured) 

Experience the awesome power of The Ultimate Warrior as he battles Papa Shango, 
Skinner, and Brian Knobs! Watch him team with The Undertaker to take on Shango and 
Berzerker! And no Warrior tape would he complete without his stirring WWF World title 
victory over Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania VI—vyoted 1990 Match of the Year by Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated readers! Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95 


WRESTLEMANIA’S GREATEST MATCHES 

WrestleMania is the premier event on the pay-per-view calendar, and Volume II of the 
official WrestleMania series includes some absolutely stunning action: Hulk Hogan vs. 
Randy Savage from WrestleMania V, Brutus Beefcake vs. Curt Hennig from WrestleMania 
VI, The Nasty Boys vs. The Hart Foundation from WrestleMania VII, and Randy Savage vs. 
Ric Flair from WrestleMania Vill. Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95. 


WWF WRESTLING’S HOTTEST MATCHES 

Your VCR will be smoking after these action-packed bouts: Randy Savage vs. Irwin R. 
Schyster, “British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith (seconded by Bret Hart) vs. “Mr. Perfect” 
Curt Hennig (managed by John Tolos), The Mountie & The Nasty Boys vs. Roddy Piper & 
The Bushwhackers, and Bret Hart vs. Irwin R. Schyster! Wrestling action doesn’t get any 
wilder-—or hotter-—than this! Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95. 
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money order made payable to London Publishing, or provided my credit card information to 
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His cap is inscribed “HOGAN,” not “HULKAMA- 
NIA,” and he’s trimmer than he used to be. But 
he's otherwise still the same Hulk Hogan (with although they were a natural for 
manager Jimmy Hart) as he embarks on his jour- ; 

ney into WCW and matches with Ric Flair. WrestleMania. For the most 


ist I've spoken to and every column 
I’ve read welcomes Hogan’s return 
about as much as the Baseball 
Writers of America would welcome 
Steve Carlton’s candidacy for club 
president. 

In other words, they're not thrilled. 

| kind of expected this reaction 
from Eddie Ellner and Dave Rosen- 
baum, but how about everyone else? 
These people are journalists, not just 
wrestling fans, and they should be 
rooting for the story. 

Maybe | can do some convincing 
by addressing the criticisms one-by- 
one: 

Hogan is too old. Nonsense. 
Didn’t Flair just prove age isn’t a fac- 
tor when he defeated Big Van Vader 
for the WCW World title (and then 
successfully defended the belt 
against Vader and more youthful 
opponents)? 

Jack Nicklaus, still “The Golden 
Bear” in his mid-50s, was on the 
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from the desk of... 
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leader board until the third 
round of the 1994 U.S. Open. 
Charlie Hough, now 47, was 
the Florida Marlins’ opening- 
day pitcher and hurled a shut- 
out this season. Mark Messier 
led the New York Rangers to 
their first Stanley Cup in 54 
years. 

Lou Thesz, Nick Bockwinkel, 
Buddy Rogers, Verne Gagne, 
and Bruno Sammartino all were 
successful middle-aged wrest- 
lers. I'm not saying Hogan is 
getting better, but he’s certainly 
not over the hill, as some writ- 
ers have suggested. 

Who cares about Flair vs. 
Hogan? They've already wres- 
tled. True, but their previous 
feud was a rare example of the 
WWF wasting a potential 
money-maker. Hogan and Flair 
didn’t go head-to-head on a 
single WWF pay-per-view, 


part, Hogan and Flair wrestled 
on non-televised arena cards and the 


Hogan vs. Flair ... haven’t we seen this 
before? Yes and no. They were foes in 
the WWF in 1991, but never pumped up 
by the spectacle of a pay-per-view mega- 
event such as WrestleMania. 


wrestlers never had their full adrena- 
line flowing for those bouts. 

WCW won’t make the same mis- 
take. Hogan vs. Flair is being saved 
for a major pay-per-view and it’s 
going to be a huge money-maker. 
This will be one of those once-in-a- 
lifetime chances to see two super- 
stars going head-to-head in a major 
event. It’s going to be like Ali-Frazier, 
only better. 


WCW fans don’t care about 
Hogan. On the contrary, WWF fans 
didn’t care about Flair. But WCW fans 
do care about Hogan. Even the most 
loyal WCW supporter won't deny that 
the WWF was the far more popular 
federation from the mid-1980s 
through the early-1990s. Hogan 
became a household name because 
the WWF was in every household. 
Not so with Flair, despite his out- 
standing talent. 

Finally, we have a situation where 
the fans are totally familiar with both 
combatants. Everybody knows every- 
thing there is to know about Flair and 
Hogan (although we're constantly 
looking for new angles on that 
matchup). There'll be no holds 
barred. 

Hogan is rusty. Guess again. He 
looks slimmer and better than ever. 
Hogan was always a little too bulky to 
deal with an agile wrestler like Flair. 
Now he has more of a wrestler’s body 
and those training sessions with 
George Foreman didn’t hurt him at all 
(maybe Hogan saw George eating 
and decided not to eat). 

Hogan wouldn’t have returned if 
he wasn’t ready for action. He was in 
no hurry. 

Wrestling goes through a lot of 
peaks and valleys. Now it’s definitely 


NY headed for a peak. Hogan vs. Flair is 


going to be the talk of the wrestling 
world—perhaps the entire sports 
world—and it’s time for my fellow 
journalists to jump on the bandwag- 
on. 

Before it runs them over with the 
power of one million Hulkamaniacs! 0 


TAKE US ON! 


18. DROP KICK 

19. EAGLE SPLIT 

20. ELBOW SMASH 

21, EYE GOUGE 

22. FACE RAKE 

23, FIREMAN'S CARRY RAM 
24. FLYING BODY PRESS 
25. FLYING CLOTHESLINE 
26, FLYING DROP KICK 
27. FLYING ELBOW DROP 
28. FLYING HEAD BUTT 
29. FLYING MARE 

30. FOREARM SMASH 
31. FOREIGN OBJECT 


32. FULL NELSON 
33, GIANT SWING 
34. GRAPEVINE 

35, HAIR PULLING 


41, IRISH WHIP 
42. KNEE DROP 
43. LEGLOCK 


M 
48. REVERSE CHINLOCK 
49. ROLLING SCISSORS 
50. ROPE BURN 
51. SAVATE KICK 


MARE 
56. SIEP-OVER TOE HOLD 
7. SUPLEX 


§ 

58. SURFBOARD 

59. TURNBUCKLE SMASH 
60. WRISTLOCK 


#2: Ace 


#3: Ja heger #4: Body bag #5: Wi fine #6; Eric #7: Nook the 
Jones Ja. ohany Ka, age Darkstron Seeret Meapon 


Steven van Dorn 
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BELLY TO BELLY 


CRUCIFIX 
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. FIGURE FOUR 

- FLYING LEG DROP 
GOURD BUSTER 
INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
NECKBREAKER 
PILEDRIVER 
POWER BOMB 
POWER SLAM 
RUSSIAN SICKLE 
SLEEPER 
SLINGSHOT. SUPLEX 
SMALL PACKAGE 
SPINE BUSTER 
SUNSET FLIP 

, SUPERPLEX 
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win, lose, or d 


gone away. They expect that one 
night we’re all going to come to the 
ring together and everything will be 
like it was before. 

~“Well, it can’t be like it was 
before, and | know that more than 
anyone. There’s a lot | still want to 
do in this sport that never involved 
the Horsemen. You look at Ric 
Flair. Look how he’s doing as WCW 
World champion. The rap on Flair 
was that he always needed the 
Horsemen to bail him out. He’s 
proving that was never the case. It 
was always his greatness as a 
wrestler that won him all those 
titles.” 

Are the Horsemen really dead? 

“Let me put it this way,” Ander- 
son responded. “I feel I’m doing 
great on. my own. I’m not looking to 
put the Horsemen back together. 
But if Flair or one of the other guys 
wanted to give it a shot, I’d be will- 
ing to listen, at least. I’ve always 
been one to keep all my options 
open.” 

Several days after my conversa- 
tion with Anderson, | spoke with 
Paul Roma, who was a member of 
the Horsemen during their most 
recent incarnation. He said he 
believed the rumors about the 
Horsemen reforming. 

“| don’t intend to join them 
again,” he claimed, “but I’m certain 
Arn and Ric will get together. Those 
two are made for each other. You 
can't believe how close they are. 
Flair is the leader and Arn carries 
out the orders. That’s why they 
called him ‘The Enforcer.’ 

“Arn may say he’s independent 
and that he doesn’t need the 
Horsemen, but that guy is a 
Horseman through and through. He 
needs that security. | could never fit 
in because | was too much of an 
individual. They prize loyalty to the 
group more than anything. No 
offense to Paul Orndorff, but I’m 
only loyal to myself.” 

Frankly, I’m tired of writing about 
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the Horsemen. | wish they’d go 
away. They were a stellar group of 
athletes, but they were also a 
vicious gang of thugs. They may 
deserve all the championships 
they’ve won, but they don’t deserve 
to be hailed as beings akin to gods. 

Still, | got the sense speaking 
with Anderson that he wants to see 
the Horsemen live again. He wants 
to be at Flair’s side as the World 
champion defends his crown. Roma 
was correct when he said Anderson 
values loyalty to the group greatly. 
That’s why he was such a great 
Horseman. 

The Horsemen are going to 
reunite. | don’t know when, where, 


or in what form, but it is going to 
happen. It will happen despite the 
stated wishes of those in WCW’s 
front office. 

“WCW is doing fine without the 
Horsemen,” said Commissioner 
Nick Bockwinkel. “We don’t need 
them around here.” 

Arn Anderson also says he 
doesn’t need the Horsemen. 

That’s what he says. But what 
does he mean? Oo 


Anderson, Barry Windham, Ric Flair, 
Tully Blanchard, and manager J.J. Dillon 
(kneeling) comprised the original Four 
Horsemen, wrestling’s greatest stable. 
Anderson says he’s uncertain whether 
the Horsemen will ever be revived. 
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\ciates, Inc., an Independent organization whose desicions are final. Sweepstakes starts 2/1/94 and ends 9/30, 


Official Rules and/or 
her, PA 19025 (WA, CA 
f, PA 19025, 215-641- 


Winner, S 


resider ed not affix postage). This promotion sponsored by Concert Connection, Ltd., 1650 Limekiln Pk., 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting word of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by two professionals in 
the wrestling business, who between them have 
worked for every major wrestling association in 
this country including the NWA, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs and what your 
chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to Know. « Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling * Lists addresses of all 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools « Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 

Price of book is only $15, including postage. 

Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 

money order or cash for immediate shipment! 

PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 

2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste, 200° Atlanta, GA 30324 
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cactus 


(Continued from page 21) 


WCW’s roster has been undergoing massive changes in recent months. Rick Rude is 
among several stars who have left, and it’s rumored some federation officials would 
like to have Cactus join him out the door. 


Still, somebody is looking for an 
excuse to ban Cactus Jack. 

“It wouldn’t surprise me,” said 
Sting. “What they should be doing is 
looking to ban Vader or The Nasty 
Boys, but all they see is that wher- 
ever Cactus goes, violence follows. 
They don’t care that he’s usually the 
victim. Maybe they’re trying to curb 
the violence in WCW. | don’t know. 

“But it’s definitely unfair. Look at 


what happened. Cactus Jack didn’t 
power-bomb himself. Vader did it to 
him. Cactus didn’t rip his own ear 
off. Cactus didn’t destroy the sou- 
venir stand at Spring Stampede. 
And Cactus wasn’t the first one to 
go after Dave Schultz’ hockey stick. 
They should look at the real source 
of the violence, not Cactus.” 
Sullivan agreed. “They're after 
the wrong man. Most of the time, 


Cactus is just defending himself. 
The thing is, I’m not worried about 
Cactus. He’s a survivor. If they kick 
him out of here, he’ll make it some 
place else.” 

One wrestler suggested that 
WCW owner Ted Turner and his 
wife, Jane Fonda, are behind the 
plot to ban Cactus Jack. According 
to this insider, the couple watched 
Spring Stampede and were dis- 
mayed by the violence in the falls- 
count-anywhere match and told 
Bockwinkel to look into ways of ban- 
ning Cactus Jack. Turner could not 
be reached for comment. 

“There’s definitely an attempt by 
WCW to have more of a family 
atmosphere,” this wrestler said. 
“They want more pure sport and 
less violence. | don’t know. Maybe it 
has something to do with [Hulk] 


Hogan's arrival and they want to 
change the image of the federation. 


With all the damage Big Van Vader’s 
done, Cactus can’t understand why WCW 
hasn't considered banning him! 


If that’s the case, a lot of wrestlers 
are in trouble.” 

Maybe not. Jack is not only vio- 
lent and offbeat, but looks different. 
With his scraggly beard, uncombed 
hair, and grunge clothes, Cactus 
Jack looks like something that just 
stepped out of a place called Truth 
or Consequences, New Mexico. If 
WCW is looking for more glitz as it 
welcomes Hogan to the roster, it’s 
hardly looking in Cactus Jack’s 
direction. 

Of course, this is all conjecture. 
Nobody knows why the poll was 
conducted. Nobody's sure WCW is 
out to get Cactus Jack. Nobody 
except Jack. 

“It's as plain as the nose on my 
face,” he said. “Well, let ’em try. 
They can push me out, but that 
doesn’t mean I’m going.” Oo 


TAKE A SHOT AT MAKING YOUR OWN MAYHEM IN THE RING! 
Play Promoter, Manager, or Wrestler! 
Control your favorite grappling hero, or spend 


some time on the dark side! 


PILEDRIVER 


A PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING BOARD GAME! 
Part Strategy, Part Role Playing, And Part Simulation 
Features an open ended style designed to put you in control of the action! 
From the opening bell to the very end, you're picking the maneuvers! 


Want to slug it out? Cool! 


Go for a more scientific style? That's covered, too! 
Take to the air! Take it outside the ring! 
From suplexes to presses to powerslams, it's all here! 


Easy to learn, quick to play 


Design and run through an entire card in a single evening! 


From the opening bouts all the way to the main event! 
You can get your Piledriver set for only $14.00! That's $11.00 for the game 
and $3.00 to get it to you! The basic set includes the rule book, one set of dice, 


and twenty four killer wrestlers, including the mysterious Dream King, the nihilistic Typhoid, the heroic 


Brett Micheals, and the deranged Robert Diamond! 
Mail a check or money order to: Reigndance Enterprises, 4130 M-151, 
Temperance, MI, 48182, and your copy of Piledriver will be shipped out to you TODAY! 
DOIT NOW! 


ANOVEMBER/1994 a 59 


pe... 


RE Oe mt tm 


Peat siaeamahai ea : 


i = ye 


Roddy Piper and Jerry Lawler—both of them older than Hulk Hogan—fought in the 


er 


eS, ald 


main event on the WWF’s latest pay-per-view. So much for the federation’s “new gen- 


eration,” Ellner states. 


advice is to worry about your 
own family. The Harts will be 
fine. 


Dear Eddie, 
| think it's amazing that Roddy 
Piper is launching another come- 
back. He’s the best and always has 
been. A Piper return will be the best 
thing that happens in wrestling. 
SANDA BISHOP 
Honolulu, HI 
Dear Sanda, 
No one said it better than the 
late, great Kurt Cobain: / wish | 
was like you/easily amused. 


Dear Eddie, 
Roddy Piper's victory over Jerry 
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Lawler at King of the Ring con- 
firmed, that Piper is and always has 
been #the man.” He is just what the 
WWF, needs to survive in the post- 

Hogan era. 
ANDY RASHKINOFF 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Dear Andy, 

What up wit dis? 

| received 72 letters about 
Piper’s comeback, and while I’m 
always glad to see both Lawler 
get his crown rung and Piper 
defy age and gravity, all a victory 
over Dung King Jerry Lawler 
means is you’ve lost your sense 
of smell. My question to the 
WWE: How does Piper—who is 
older than Hogan—fit into your 


“new generation” marketing 
plan? 


Dear Eddie, 

Can Big Van Vader win back his 
championship or is he finished as a 
contender? 

JULIE EMPIE 
Lawrence, KS 


Dear Julie, 

Big Van Vader is an emotional 
wreck. Despite that, and while | 
wouldn’t bet my farm subsidy on 
him, | wouldn’t count him out 
either. At this point, his fate is 
firmly in his manager’s hands. 
Harley Race must re-create 
Vader. He must convince him he 
is as good as he really is. It is a 
formidable task, but no one is 
better equipped than Race. The 
question is: Does Race want to 
do it or would Vader’s plummet 
actually benefit him more? Oo 


Owen Hart now labels himself “King Of 
Harts” after his triumph at King of the 
Ring. Eliner says Owen is lashing back 
at his older brother for years of neglect. 


ah estlin 
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Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 
Don’t miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader 
in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL- 

COLOR poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, 

beginning with the September 1990 issue, PWI is packed with 

color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in boldface.] 


April 1983/CENTERFOLD: Superstar 

Sous Mil Mascaras, Velertne, Omdorff, 
rt, 

Joly 1983/CENTERFOLD: Ivan Koloft 

Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, 

August 1983/CENTERFOLD: Larry Zbyszko. 

Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 

Wrestling Il. 

December 1983/CENTERFOLD: Wahoo 

McDaniel, Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steamboat, 

Hansen, DiBiase, 

Janvary 1984/CENTERFOLD: Horley Race. 

Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, 


Sawyer. 

June 1984/CENTERFOLD: Dick Slater. Ted 
DiBiase, Wrestling II, Magnum T.A., Patera, 
He 


logon. 
July 1984/CENTERFOLD: Paul Ellering. 
Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Gagne, 
Windham. 

September 1985/CENTERFOLD: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Von Erich, Hogan, AWA 
Scouting Reports. 

February 1986/CENTERFOLD: Nikita Koloff, 
Mike Von Erich, Warriors, Santana, Taylor, 
Barbarian, Race, 

October 1986/CENTERFOLD: John Studd. 
Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, Landell, 
Flair vs. Luger, Simpson. 

January 1987/CENTERFOLD: Fabulous 
Freebirds, Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. T.A., 
Snuka, Simpson. 

November 1987 /CENTERFOLD: George 
Steele, Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Hogan, 
Windham. 

January 1988/CENTERFOLD: The Road 
Warriors, Ted DiBiase, Flair-Garvins, Hogan 
& Ventura, Zbyszko. 

May 1988/CENTERFOLD: Sting. Andre, 
Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, Owen 
Hart. 

August 1988/CENTERFOLD: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 
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December 1988/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw 

Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, Bigelow, 

Garvin, Precious. 

February 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jake Roberts. 

Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin Von Erich, 
cake-Bass, 

April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steiner. 

Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, Turner, 

Powers. 

June 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat, 

Boat vs. Savage, Warriors, Zbyszko, 

R 


July 1989/CENTERFOLD: Roddy Piper. 
Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco, 
October 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Rude. 
Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, Lawler vs. 
Perez, Page. 
December 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jimmy 
Snuka. Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, Beefcake 
& Hogan, Tully & Am. 
January 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. 
Ultimate, Cornetie, Ross, Kerry. 
February 1990/CENTERFOLD: Bret Hart. Lex 
Luger, Hogan, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni Adams, 
Woman. 
April 1990/CENTERFOLD: Dusty Rhodes. Rie 
Flair, Hennig vs. Hogan, Sting, Rockers, 
Lawler. 
June 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sting. Hogan vs, 
Warrior, R&R Express, Rhodes vs, Savage, 
Arm vs. Sawyer. 
July 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Lex 
, Beefcake, Skyscrapers, Heenan, Saito, 

referees, 
September 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick & Scott 
Steiner, Hogan, Sting, Horsemen, Hennig, 
October 1990/CENTERFOLD: Brutus 
Beefcake, Sting, Tugboat, Ultimate, Long, 
Blonchord-Omeor 
November 1990/CENTERFOLD; Legion Of 
Doom. Sting beats Flair, Rude-Warrior. 
April 1991/CENTERFOLD: Tom Zenk. Sgt. 

ughter, Hogan & Warrior, Magnum T,A. 
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“May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Am Anderson, 


in, Rude, Flair-Sting, Thesz. 
pi 991/ CENTERFOID: Brian Pillman. 
Hogan, Luger, Demolition, Embry, Horsemen- 
Vicious, 
October 1991 /CENTERFOLD: Lex Luger. 
Justice, Hogan-Slaughter, Windham, 
Williams. 
November 1991/CENTERFOLD: Bobb 
Eaton. Savage & Elizabeth, Bushwhackers, 
Liger, Pillman, 
December 1991/CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steamboat. PW 500, Simmons, Badd, 
Hogan-Flair. 
January 1992/CENTERFOLD: Ron Simmons. 
Flair, R. Steiner, Ultimate, Luger. 
February 1992/CENTERFOLD: 1992 
Calender. Hogan, Gilbert, Roberts-Justice, hot 


prospects. 
June 1992/CENTERFOLD: Dustin Rhodes, 
Piper interview, Abdullah-Cactus, Flair- 
wah ee ‘sy 
1992/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savage. 
Best of the Best, Flair, U.S.-Jopan, Samete 
ber 1992/CENTERFOLD: Nikita 
Koloff. Sting-Savage, Justice, Backlund, 
Steiners, Michaels, 
November 1992/CENTERFOLD: The Ultimate 
Warrior. British Bulldog, Undertaker, 
Steiners, Late Man interview 
December 1992/CENTERFOLD: Big Van 
Vader. PW1 500, Bossman-Nailz, Watts & 
WCW rules, Justice interview, 
January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff Jarret. 
Flair/Summerslam, Simmons by Bowden, 
Von Erich interview, 
February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt Hennig. 
Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, Rude, Rhodes, 
Roberts interview. 
April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windham, 
Steiners, Backlund, Sting-Muta, Hawk-Sasaki, 
May 1993/CENTERFOID: Undertaker. 
WrestleMania IX Preview, Cactus Jack, 
Madusa-Sherri. 
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June 1993/CENTERFOLD: Razor Ramon. 
Flair, Race-Vader, Lawler-Hennig, Kamala, 
WWF's egoists. 
oy CENTERFOLD: Davey Boy Smith, 
Hulk Hogan, Vader, Yokozuna, Hart 
Slamboree, Flair-Rude. 
September 1993/CENTERFOLD: Poul 
Orndorff. Sing & Hogan, Luger, Sherri- 

5. 


Shango, Blon 

Ociober 1993/CENTERFOLD: Marly 
Jannetty. WWF Midyear Report, Vicious, 
Anderson, Hart-Hogan, 


November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The Steiners. 


WCW Midyear Report, Doink, Funk-Gilbert, 
Race, Yokozuna. 

December 1993/CENTERFOLD: Bret Hort, 
fe 500, Luger, Davey Boy Smith, Cactus 
Jac 


January 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry Lawler, 
Doink, Nasty Boys, Steiners, Cometfe, 
Vicious. 

February 1994/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. 
WWF or WCW-Who's Better?, Race-Rhodes, 
Hogan-Muta, Hart, 

April 1994/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. Flair- 
Hogan-Hart, Rude, Kevin Von, Michaels, 
steroids. 

May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatanka, 
Yokozuna-Luger, Floir-Vader, Heenan, 
WrestleMania retrospective, 

July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat, 
Razor Ramon, Flair-Regal, Cactus, Lawler, 
Yokozuna workout, 

August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink & Dink. 
Bret Hart/WrestleMania X, Steiners, Albano, 
steroid trial. 

October 1994/CENTERFOLD: Owen Hart. 
All-Star Challenge, Sting, Savage, Hennig, 
Fyich, WWF in Japan. 

November 1994/CENTERFOLD: Randy 
Savage. Hogan In WCW, Cactus, Yokozuna, 
Lawler, Michaels, Jake. 
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HOMETOWN: Bucksnort, TN 

HEIGHT: 6'S” 

WEIGHT: 239 

YEARS AS PRO: | 

RATING: unrated 

STRENGTHS: 

*Tenacity. Won't back down from any fight. 
*Unheralded. It’s to his advantage that few 
take him seriously. 

*Funk influence. Has adopted Terry as his 
unofficial mentor. 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Singleminded. What will he do after Rhodes 
feud runs its course? 

*One-dimensional. Hasn’t shown he can do 
more than brawl. 

*Col. Robert Parker. Expansion-minded man- 
ager can’t devote the proper time to him. 
OTHER COMMENTS: As the name obvi- 
ously indicates, this man specializes in vio- 
lent bunkhouse matches ... In addition, the 
only wrestlers he’s currently interested in fac- 
ing are Dustin Rhodes and his father, Dusty 
... Buck has been feuding with the Rhodes 
family ever since they humiliated him in an 
Atlanta health club several years ago, when 
Dusty threw him a towel, treating him like a 
locker room attendant. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1994: He’s not pursuing 
titles, just Dusty and Dustin. What will he 
aim for once the thrill of that chase is 
through? Buck’s a brawler through and 
through, and while his will to win is 
admirable, his career will go nowhere until he 
diversifies. He’s tough and determined, but 
now’s the time to show other opponents the 
stuff he’s made of. 


BUNKHOUSE BUCK 


HOMETOWN: Boston, MA 


HEIGHT: 5'10" 

WEIGHT: 252 

YEARS AS PRO: 23 
RATING: No. 65 (“PWI 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 


*Borderline psychotic. Weird mental state 
makes him unpredictable. 
Experienced rulebreaker. Master of the for- 
eign object. 
*Intelligent brawler. Always a method to his 
madness. 
WEAKNESSES: 
*Lost confidence. Not sure of his scien- 
tific skills, and reluctant to use them. 
*Many enemies. Reputation precedes 
him everywhere he goes. 
*Barrel physique. Hinders his natural 
athletic talent. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Currently team- 
ing with Cactus Jack as WCW World tag 
team champions ... Has wrestled in Smoky 
Mountain, ECW, and other independents 
over the past 18 months ... Usually a rule- 
breaker, with extensive experience in Florida 
and other regions ... Has captured the Florida 
title and Southern title three times, once over 
Lex Luger. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1994: While Sullivan’s 
never been one to stay put in a federation, 
perhaps this time things will be different. 
Now a battle-hardened veteran, just past the 
prime of his career, he’s relying as much on 
guile as pure strength. An often-underrated 
competitor, Sullivan by now will never be 
considered among the top tier of American 
wrestlers. But his cunning and experience 
certainly keep him among this world’s most 
dangerous opponents, not to be taken lightly. 


HOMETOWN: Las Vegas, NV 
HEIGHT: 7' 

WEIGHT: 356 

YEARS AS PRO: 4 

RATING: No, | contender, WWF 
STRENGTHS: 

*Size. Has finally learned to use stature to his 
advantage. 

*Big foot. Can floor an opponent with a boot 
to the face. 

*Jackknife power bomb. One of the sport's 
most devastating maneuvers. 
WEAKNESSES: 

*Glass jaw. Doesn’t absorb punishment well. 
*Shawn Michaels. How will he fare if teacher 
deserts him? 

*Confused. Considers himself a rulebreaker 
and is not sure how to deal with fans’ cheers. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Formerly competed 
as Vinnie Vegas in WCW, where he did little 
despite being managed by Harley Race ... 
Also teamed with “Diamond” Dallas Page as 
The Las Vegas Connection ... Ended up in 
the WWF as Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard, 
but also learned a lot about wrestling from his 
association with the “Heartbreak Kid” ... 


DIESEL 


Won Intercontinental title from Razor Ramon 
on April 13, 1994, only weeks after Ramon 
had turned back Michaels at WrestleMania X. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1994: Among the few 
giant wrestlers who has reached elite status, 
though it took him time to get there. Diesel’s 
development is a testament to the power of 
perseverance. He’s rapidly becoming one of 
the WWF's most popular wrestlers, though he 
hasn't established himself in either the fan 
favorite or rulebreaker camps. A fierce com- 
petitor who learned well from Michaels, 
many expect this student to eventually wres- 
tle each other. 


HOMETOWN: Carteret, NJ 

HEIGHT: 5'10" 

WEIGHT: 226 

YEARS AS PRO: 4 

RATING: No. 83 (“PW/ 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*Pliable. Can minimize effects of opponents’ 
maneuvers, 

*Technically sound. Well-versed in funda- 
mental wrestling. 

*Versatile. Easily adapts to either singles or 
tag team competition. 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Hot-tempered. Emotions often get the best of 
him. 

*Short stature. Has little leverage in the ring. 
‘Tammy Fytch. Jealous of his manager's 
notoriety. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Initially known in 
Smoky Mountain for competing in—and usu- 
ally losing—bizarre baby bottle and diaper 
matches ... Has gradually become one of 
SMW’s most skilled wrestlers ... A rule- 
breaker who struck gold by becoming Brian 
Lee’s tag teammate under his manager, 
Tammy Fytch ... His litheness and scientific 
skills complement Lee’s size and brutality ... 
Occasionally appears in other independents, 
facing the likes of Sabu. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1994: Candido’s star con- 
tinues to rise, and few would be surprised to 


BAM BAM BIGELOW 


HOMETOWN: Mount Laurel, NJ 


HEIGHT: 6'3" see him in a major federation within a few 
WEIGHT: 368 years. Despite his lack of size, he’s a deter- 
YEARS AS PRO: 9 . mined competitor and a smart technical 
RATING: No. 33 (“PW 500”) wrestler. His temperament occasionally does 
STRENGTHS: 


him in, but that can be blamed on his youth, 
Candido is seemingly the type of wrestler 
who fares best under a manager, as Tammy 
Fytch has done wonders for him. He has to 
learn to accept the attention she draws. 


*Agility. Has remarkable moonsault for 
someone his size. 
Intimidation. Physical attributes make 
him a difficult opponent. 

*Luna Vachon. Draws inspiration from the 
ringside presence of his “main squeeze.” 
WEAKNESSES: 

*Doink, Dink. Associating with clowns has 
lessened his intimidating aura, 

*Overanxious. Often goes for finishing moye 
too early, 

Familiarity. Foes are now prepared for his 
combination of speed and strength. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Probably the 
WWF's most athletic super heavyweight ... 
Rapidly improved in Japan under Big Van 
Vader's guidance, and there they were [WGP 
tag team champions ... Did little in earlier 
WWF stint, and was also briefly in WCW ... 
Feuded with Tatanka for much of 1993 before 
eventually targeting Doink and midget friend 
Dink ... Came close to defeating Bret Hart 
for initial “King Of The Ring” title in 1993. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1994: Something always 
seems to do him in when he’s on the verge of 
a major accomplishment in the WWF. How 
much longer can this string of bad luck con- 
tinue? At times he’s his own worst enemy, as 
he becomes more concerned with settling 
feuds than winning titles. If the “Beast From 
The East” had more common sense, he 
would’ye had a title belt around his waist by 
now. 


CHRIS CANDIDO 
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1 BRET HART THE HEADSHRINKERS 
234, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 520 pounds 
(2) WWF World champion (1) WWE World tag team champions 


2 RIC FLAIR 2 CACTUS JACK & KEVIN SULLIVAN 
243, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 529 pounds 
(1) WCW World champion (2) WCW World tag team champions 
3 STING 3 CHRIS CANDIDO & BRIAN LEE 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 477 pounds 
(3) No. 3 contender: WCW World title (3) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
4 RAZOR RAMON 4 THE NASTY BOYS 


287, Miami, FL Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(10) No. 3 contender: WWF World title (4) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 


5 LEX LUGER 5 THE QUEBECERS 
265, Chicago, Il Combined weight: 472 pounds 
(7) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 5) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
6 OWEN HART 6 BRET HART & LEX LUGER 
227, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 499 pounds 
{-) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tug title 
7 STEVE AUSTIN 7 PUBLIC ENEMY 
241, Dallas, TX Combined weight: 583 pounds 


(5) WCW U.S. champion (-) ECW tag team champions 
8 DIESEL 8 PG-13 


356, Las Vegas, NV Combined weight: 471 pounds 
(4) WWE Intercontinental champion -) USWA tag team champions 
9 STEVE REGAL 9 THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 


247, Blackpool, England Combined weight: 453 pounds 
(-) WCW TV champion =) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
10 SABU 10 MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 
Owen Hart 220, Bombay Combined weight: 491 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contender: ECW title {-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
World Champion: World Champion: Global Champion: USWA Champion: 
RIC FLAIR BRET HART ROD PRICE JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN (C) 234, Calgary, Alberta (C) 265, Los Angeles, CA (C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 1—DIESEL 1—CHRIS ADAMS 1—TROY GRAHAM 
(1) 241, Dallas, TX (1) 356, las Vegas, NV (1) 228, Stratford, England (3) 237, Memphis, TN 
2—STEVE REGAL 2—OWEN HART 2—|CEMAN PARSONS 2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 


(6) 247, Blackpool, England 
3—STING 

(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—JOHNNY B. BADD 

(7) 235, Macon, GA 
5—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

(5) 248, Pittsburgh, PA 
6—BIG VAN VADER 

(3) 450, Denver, CO 


7—THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 


(9) 310, Cobb County, GA 
8—DUSTIN RHODES 
(4) 254, Austin, TX 
9—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(8) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
10—ARN ANDERSON 
(10) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
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(2) 227, Calgary, Alberta 
3—RAZOR RAMON 

(4) 287, Miami, FL 
4—LEX LUGER 

(5) 265, Chicago, IL 
5—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 

(9) 248, Syracuse, NY 
6—TATANKA 

{10) 250, Pembroke, NC 
7—JEFF JARRETT 

(8) 230, Nashville, TN 
8—YOKOZUNA 

(3) 568, Samoa 
9—THE KID 

(-) 212, Minneapolis, MN 


10—TYPHOON 


(-) 384, Tampa, FL 


(9) 245, St. Louis, MO 
3—ACTION JACKSON 

(-) 281, Dallas, TX 
4—NICK GOLDEN 

(-) 238, Dallas, TX 
5—BLACK PRINCE 

(+) 243, Dallas, TX 
6—TERRY GORDY 

{-) 289, Chattanooga, TN 
7—JIMMY GARVIN 

(-) 242, Charlotte, NC 
8—ALEX PORTEAU 

(-) 235, Dallas, TX 
9—DEVON MICHAELS 

(-) 231, Dallas, TX 

10—BUTCH REED 
(-) 265, Kansas City, MO 


(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
3—DOUG GILBERT 

(2) 241, Lexington, TN 
4—TOMMY RICH 

(-) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
5—SPELLBINDER 

(-] 246, parts unknown 
6—KOKO B. WARE 

(-) 229, Union City, TN 
7—SPIKE HUBER 

(5) 234, Indianapolis, IN 
8—MOONDOG SPOT 

(-) 263, parts unknown 
9—COLORADO KID 

(-) 231, Denver, CO 


10—KING COBRA 


(9) 228, Memphis, TN 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board, Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 


gory; certain titleholders receive an automatic sp 
in that category last issue; 


1 BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


3 RAZOR RAMON 
287, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


4 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


5 RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 


Last issue: No. 5 Mos? Popular 


6 THE UNDERTAKER 


328, parts unknown or 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


7 RANDY SAVAGE ;* 
237, Sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 9 Mos? Popular 


8 TATANKA 
250, Pembroke, NC 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


9 DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


10 TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnort, TN 


Last issue: unrated 


ot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 
(-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 


wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


I 


1 OWEN HART 

227, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
2 BIG VAN VADER 

450, Denver, CO 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
3 DIESEL 

356, Las Vegas, NV 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
4 JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
5 JIM NEIDHART 

275, Tampa, Fl 

Last issue: unrated 
6 CRUSH 

322, Kona, HI 


Last issue: unrated 


7 IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 


248, Syracuse, NY 
Last issue: unrated 
8 BAM BAM BIGELOW 
368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
Last issue: unrated 
9 JAKE ROBERTS 
253, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last issue: unrated 


10 BRUISER BEDLAM 


235, Newark, NJ 
Last issue: unrated 


Mountain Champion: ECW Champion: 


JAKE ROBERTS 
{C) 253, Stone Mountain, GA 
1—TONY ANTHONY 
(2) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
2—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(3) 227, Atlanta, GA 
3—BRUISER BEDLAM 
(1) 235, Newark, NJ 
4—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(5) 226, Carteret, NJ 
5—KILLER KYLE 
(-) 303, Atlanta, GA 
6—RICK MORTON 
{-) 228, Memphis, TN 
7—BRIAN LEE 
(4) 251, los Angeles, CA 
8—ROBERT GIBSON 
(-) 225, Pensacola, FL 
9—STORM 
[-) 224, Vancouver, BC 
10—TIMOTHY WELL 
(-) 237, Dallas, TX 


SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 


1—TERRY FUNK 

(2) 247, Amarillo, TX 
2—SABU 

(1) 220, Bombay 
3=—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 

(3) 187, New York, NY 
4—TOMMY CAIRO 

(4) 257, Philadelphia, PA 
5—2 COLD SCORPIO 

(-] 222, Denver, CO 
6—TASMANIAC 

(6) 221, Tasmania 
7—THE SANDMAN 

(10) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
8—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

(5) 252, Boston, MA 
9—MR. HUGHES 

(7) 308, Kansas City, KS 


10—TOMMY DREAMER 


{-] 245, Yonkers, NY 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 

have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
ative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 


T—RIC FLAIR... .0cssessrsreessssessescesssccenseerserseesns 84 POints 
2—BRET HART.....sseeccserssrsessevesessssssssssossreseee © POINTS 
I—RAZOR RAMON ......ccecsssessesseceseseeresseeseeO5 POints 
A—YOKOZUNA wo scccssccercesrsssserseseescessssssseseeee 4 points 
S—STING ...sercsrenessecserscsssencesesssoerseseesssssesee4 POINES 


TAG TEAMS 
T—THE NASTY BOYS w.cssssssssssssssssesnsessseseerses9O points 
2—THE QUEBECERS ...seocscscsvsssessnensssesssssssseree7O points 
3—THE HEADSHRINKERS.....sscssssesserssesssesssveeee53 points 
4—RICK & SCOTT STEINER...scsvsssssessseevsscerseeee46 points 
BS—THE HEAVENLY BODIES .......sseccsssessesreesesss44 points 


AAA:AAA Champion—Konnan; 1—The Love Machine; 2—Jake Roberts; 3—Perro 
Aguayo; 4—Octagon; 5—Cien Caras; 6—El Hijo Del Santo; 7—Eddy Guerrero; B— 
Blue Panther; 9—Psicosis; 10—Miguel Perez Jr. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Title Vacant; I—Manny Fernandez; 2—Cousin Luke; 
3—Gino Caruso; 4—Joe Savoldi; 5—Tito Santana; 6-—Chris Michaels; 7—L.A. Gore; 
8—Tony Atlas; 9—Kodiak Bear; 10—Power Blaster |. 

MTW: MTW Champion—Al Snow; 1—Bruiser Bedlam; 2—Sabu; 3—Johnny 
Paradise; 4—Chris Carter; 5—Bobo Brazil Jr.; 6—Machine Gun Kelly; 7—Sean Casey; 
8—Scoit The Rock; 9—Scott Summers; 10—Denny Kass. 

PWA: PWA Champion—tThe Hater; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Blake Beverly; 3—Storm 
Trooper Aaron; 4—Punisher; 5—Mr. Dynamic; 6—Storm Trooper Willie; 7—Jerry Lynn; 
8—Tommy Ferrara; 9—J.B. Trask; 10—Mr. Destruction. 

PW: PWF Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Italian Stallion; 2—George South; 3—Brian 
Williams; 4—Cruel Connection II; 5—Tyrone Knox; 6—Flaming Youth; 7—Gladiator I; 
8—Russian Assassin ll; 9—Black Scorpion; 10—Masked Maniac. 

WWA;: WWA Champion—Friendly Frank; 1—King Kong Bundy; 2—Abudah Singh; 
3—Boy Gone Bad; 4—Ray Odyssey; 5—Chris Weider; 6—Ed Atlas; 7—Akita Kaos; 
8—Ramblin' Rich; 9—Gus the Greek; 10—Ed the Razor. 

WWWA: WWWA Champion—Brutus Beefcake; 1—Jack Hammer; 2—Nailz; 3— 
Sid Vicious; 4—Tito Santana; 5—Rick Martel; 6—Harley Lewis; 7—Johnny Gunn; 8— 
Jim Neidhart; 9—Abdullah the Butcher; 10—kKing Kaluha. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


After all the hype ... Hulk Hogan finally—and officially— 
signed on the dotted line with WCW. Even before he stepped into 
a WCW ring, the “Hulkster” was considered by many to be the 
top contender to Rie Flair’s World title. 

Having won five WWF World titles and considered to be the 
most popular wrestler in history, Hogan will obviously be a major 
player in the WCW title race, but as of press time, he hadn't wres- 
tled in the federation yet. Therefore, we have not listed him in the 
ratings. Stay tuned. 

Ironically, Hogan’s signing 
overshadowed two important 
departures from WCW that took 
place at roughly the same time. 
Rick Rude, a former U.S. cham- 
pion, is gone from WCW. In fact, 
for now, he is out of the sport 
completely. Rude could not be 
reached for comment about his 
future plans, but we think it is a 
good bet that the “Ravishing One” 
has not wrestled his last match. 
He still has a few acquaintances 
in the WWE and could re-emerge 
there in the next few months. 

2 Cold Scorpio is no longer flying high in WCW, but is mak- 
ing news on the independent circuit. Shortly after departing from 
WCW, he made it known that he wanted to face resident ECW 
maniac Sabu, a fellow aerialist. Sabu won their first encounter, in 
Montgomeryville, Pennsylvania, after 911 interfered. He duplicat- 
ed the feat a week later on a Midwest Championship Wrestling 
card in Lincoln Park, Michigan. 

In just a few weeks, Scorpio has established himself as a top 
contender to the ECW heavyweight title currently held by fellow 
WCW alumnus Shane Douglas. 

“Million-Dollar” stable. Ted DiBiase told everyone that only 
he could bring The Undertaker back to the WWF and he deliv- 
ered on his promise. 

Or did he? Undertaker actually returned on the WWF's tour of 
the Far East, beating Yokozuna, Adam Bomb, and others. Those 
who witnessed his matches in Japan and Guam say there is no 
doubt that it was the original Undertaker. 

DiBiase did bring The Undertaker back in the U.S., where he 
beat preliminary wrestlers Bill Coby and P.J. Walker in his first 
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2 Cold Scorpio 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected-ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans 


two bouts. Walker insisted that DiBiase’s Undertaker was an 
impostor. Paul Bearer, the real Undertaker’s manager, also made 
that claim. 

Since we are not 100 percent certain who is telling the truth in 
this case, no Undertaker appears in the WWF rankings this month. 

DiBiase’s other stablemate, Nikolai Volkoff, is also an intrigu- 
ing case. He only signed with the “Million-Dollar Man” because 
he desperately needed money to support his family. Though past 
his wrestling prime, Volkoff remains popular with WWF fans. 
DiBiase doesn’t like that and constantly tries to humiliate 
Volkoff. He even tells Nikolai he will pay him better if he wres- 
tles more aggressively (i.e., like a rulebreaker). So far, Volkoff is 
complying with his employer’s request. 

DiBiase also has signed him for matches against fan favorites 
such as Mabel and Sparky Plugg. Since we have talked to many 
fans who disapprove of Volkoff’s decision to sign with DiBiase 
and his new, more aggressive ring style, we cannot consider him 
one of the 10 most popular wrestlers in the world today. 

Name change number four. He started out in wrestling as Jim 
Cornette’s bodyguard, calling himself Big Bubba Rogers. When 
he competed in the WWF, he was Big Bossman. Then he stormed 
into WCW last winter, where he shortened his name to The Boss. 

After Spring Stampede, WCW Commissioner Nick Bock- 
winkel stripped him of his handcuffs and nightstick and said he 
no longer had the right to use that name. At several WCW cards 
this spring, he was simply The Man. Most recently, the 310- 
pound Cobb County, Georgia, native has been training with New 
York City’s famed Guardian Angels. 

He was so impressed with the work that group does that he 
now wrestles under the name 
The Guardian Angel and wears 
one of its outfits—red beret and 
all—entering the ring. Regard- 
less of his moniker, he’s head- 
ing toward the top of the WCW 
ratings. d 

That’s all for this month, If 
you have any comments about 
our ratings or this column, send 
them to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, 
Box 956, Fort Washington, PA 
19034. 


Ted DiBiase 
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STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! es & WON'T RETURN 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming BY HENAN LEAVES WWE, SAYS H 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You B08 RAWL 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s ERSON INJURED IN HOTEL B 
wrestling news today! VICIOUS & AND 

A 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS! IcIeD; CHARGES AGAINST LAWLER DROPED? 
New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the MeMAHON INDICKED; 


news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 


week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 

* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 

* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Iilustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 


changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
a about a third! 
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Send to: =. YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send 
London Publishing Co. CL] NEW me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 

P.0. Box 910 2 RENEWAL hae s : 
- F _} 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 Ses eng 


Please indicate method of payment: 


[Check or money order L) I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. 
(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 
[) VISA NAME 
[] MasterCard 
ADDRESS APT 
Card numbahice ae ee a SS 
Expiration date: / CITY SiS a | 
MO/YR Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for 


(Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) 


(| 34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings! 


i) 


52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings! 


single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 
issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only. 
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A NO MOE 


No wrestler is elated after a loss, but Bruiser Bedlam and Johnny 
Paradise gave new meaning to the term “sore losers” on a 
Midwest Territorial Wrestling card in Taylor, Michigan. After being 
defeated by Road Warrior Hawk and Bobo Brazil Jr., the two rule- 
breakers unleashed their fury on referee Terry DeMore. We can 
only hope DeMore was eligible to collect workmen’s compensa- 
tion after enduring this torture! 


70 4 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


iPRO 


THE STORY YOU W 
INE LERER OTHE PR 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


EHCLUGIVE FEATURED 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere. From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
. i¢peak-action photographs, to the magnificent 

full-color centerfold_-PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can't get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports”... . 
Eddie Ellner's Fvely and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” .. . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules” . . . And don’t forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find it!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WAYS 10 SUBSCRIBE 


© Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just $15. 

e Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30—o 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price. 

To receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That’s 30. 
issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
the regular newsstand rate! 


Don't miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 
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Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
©) lam enclosing $15 for a six-issue subscription 


CL) Jam enclosing $30 for a 12-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 


CJ 1am enclosing $60 for a 24-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
* six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 
Please indicate method of payment (Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax). 
C1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
CL) VISA# 


Expiration Date: /___ 
MO/YR 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Name 


Apt. ___ 


Address 


City State Zip 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six issues ($25.50 airmail); $39.60 for 12 issues ($51 airmail); $79.20 
for 24 issues ($102 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. {eaboice 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ Y | : eS 


magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. WV 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the V/ N 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you'll be the first to learn about ... 
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\. Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
‘to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


. CALLNOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


T This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-di 
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